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Rafa al-Nasiri

Less obviously emotional, but no less aesthetically charged,
is the work of Rafa al-Nasiri who in recent years has also come
under the spell of Arabic calligraph. For centuries, calligraphy
for the Arab artist was a major outlet of creativity: he employed
it inventively and in endless modulations to express a powerful
aesthetic impulse often associated with ‘spiritual’ feelings,
largely because most of the phrases thus written were of a
religious nature. Although Nasiri did in the beginning employ
such phrases as a basis, or a pretext, for his lovely configu-
rations, he was soon to seek the formal values of individual
letters for his new kind of plastic variations. The relation bet-
ween his original graphic skill, hightened by his study of Chinese
Art, and his novel manipulation of the alphabet, has thus been
emphasised. Having mastered the distribution of balances, exten-
sions, and empty planes, he achieves a harmonic lightness, a
sheer visual delight, which once marked his earlier non-cal-
ligraphic work. More recently he has taken even greater liberty
with his forms, and words, haphazard numbers, crosses and
circles, become symbolic graffiti, suggestive of repressed
agonies: the poetic undertones thus join forces with the purely
visual sensation.
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1940
1959

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

Born in Tikrit - IRAQ.
Graduated from the Ins-
titute of Fine Arts -
Baghdad.

Graduated from the
Central Academy of
Fine Arts - China (Gra-
phic Department).

One man show of gra-
phic arts - Hong-Kong.
Was appointed in the
Institute of Fine Arts
(Graphics).

One man show of gra-
phic art - Czeckoslo-
vakian Cultural Center-
Baghdad.

International  Graphic
Art Exhibition - Leipzig.
One man show of gra-
phic art - EA gallery -
Baghdad.

Iragi Graphic Art Exhi-
bition - Berlin.

1969 Studied graphic
Art with Portugese ar-
tists Joao Ogan and
Alice Jorge at Lisbon
by scholarship from
Gulbenkian Foundation.
Portugal.

Exhibition of paintings,
Exhibition of Graphic
Art - Galaria Gravura -
Lisbon.

Portugese Graphic Art-
Lisbon.

1969

1970

1971

1972

Automn Saloon - Esh-
torel Portugal.

First International Tri-
ennale - India.

One man show of gra-
phic art - Society of
Iragi Artist's  Hall -
Baghdad.

One man show of gra-
phic art - Gallery One-
Beirut.

First International Bien-
nale of Graphic Art -
liege - Belgium.

With a group of Iraqgi
artists, have issued a
manifesto  entitled -
The New Vision.

One man show of
graphic art - Sultan -
Gallery - Kuwait.

Third International Bi-
ennale of graphic art
Cracov - Poland.
Exhibition of Iraqgi posr
ters - Baghdad.

One man show of pain-
tings - Sultan Gallery
Kuwait.

Four Iraqi artists exhi-
bition - National Gallery
of Modern Art - Bagh-
dad.

Four Iraqi artists exhi-
bition - National Gallery
of Modern Art - Bagh-
dad.

1973

1974

Three Iragi Artists Exhi-
bition - Gallery One -
Beirut.

First Norwegian inter-
national print Biennale.
Exhibition of Arab Art-
Cyprus.

Fourth International
Poster Biennale - Po-
land.

One Man show of Pain-
tings - Contact Gallery -
Beirut.

Six lIragi and Syrian
artists exhibition - Na-
tional Gallery of Mo-
dern Art - Baghdad,
Arab Cultural Center -
Damascus.

Iragi Graphic Art and
Poster - Museum of
Antiquty - Damascus.

Five Iragi Artists exhi-
bition - National Gal-
lery of Modern Art -
Baghdad.

One man show of pain-
tings - Sultan Gallery -
Kuwait.

Seven lragi artists exhi-
bition - National Gallery
of Modern Art - Bagh-
dad.

Fourth International
Biennale of Drawing -
Rijka. Yogslavia.

Fifth International Pos-

1975

1976

1977

ter Biennale - Poland.
Joined a Graphic cou-
rse supervised by Pro-
feser Otto Eglau, and
was awarded the Honor
Prize from the Inter-
national Summer Aca-
demy - Salzburg - Aust-
ria.

One man show of pain-
tings, graphics - Natio-
nal Gallery of Modern
Art - Baghdad.

Three Iragi Artists (Gra-
phic Exhibition) - Bagh-
dad.

_Third Triennale - India.

One man show of pain-
tings, Graphics. Nadar
Gallery - Casablaca.
2nd Arab Art Biennale-
Rabat.

Iraqi Contemporary Art.
Modern Art Museum -
Paris.

Third Normegian Inter-
national Print Biennale.
Fifth International Bien-
nale of Drawing - Rijka
Yogoslavia.

Sixth International Pos-
ter Biennale - Poland.
First New York Inter-
national Drawing Bien-
nial.

One man show of Pain-
tings, Graphic - Sultan
Gallery - Kuwait.






