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ation in temporal versiong: . that s, vérsions
which tend to abstroct end not to define end
personify in subiect formation. Undoubtedly,
this comes from o certein development in the
artistic vision on two axes: Jinguistic reso-
ugces and temporal atienation, which leads
g dissotisfoction with envamnmenzc. chser-
vation of things in their static condition, cnd
to feed them with the historical even: which
turns the phenomene into lived ond dynamic
events”. Contrary to Al-Nasir, Muhommed
Mohriddin siresses personification and the
gramatic quolities.  But his personification

does not remain on the surface s it is the”

case with ‘naturalistic’ .art,'or any academic
view, displaying the outer aspect of the
being, without charging it with introspections;
tut his subject becomes a focus for gl the

peams of cuiturgl ond instinctive being. He .
empties his subject then from ogny symbolic
significance, observing it with full subjecti-
vity, merely us o human being. Hence, the ™
martyr is not merely g human being making -
a sacrifice for his own dignity, or thet of hu-%
manity as a whole, but h 'develops into a -

type of super human”.

Zuhair Al-Attiyoh confinies what he
started in the third issue 0f Al-Riwaq, when

he wrote ahout °‘the gesthetics of the
Boghdadi type of lregi Arthitecture’. Here
he writes on ‘The Aesthstics of o House in
Northern Iroq.’ In both studies, the writer
goes back to ‘the roots of civilization in fraq’
wherg we can troce in present architecture
some of the extant aspects of ancient Meso-
potamia and pre-Islamic ages. The writer can
see these factors in north Iraai architecture:
decoration, Arabic calligraphy for “the deco-
wrtion of facodes, ceilings, walls, and tops of
main entrances;” then the wooden columns
‘®f slender height and square capitals §0-
metimes pointed or decorgted:™ then the lo-
ioreas in wood ¢ ‘serving for structural_ond
cesthetic -aims at the same time; then there

is the arch as” g help for extensive ariigtic
expansion.” - Thot ghchitecture was subject
to various eiffects: the type seen in Mousil is
a real embodiment of the genuine Mesra
type,” while the fype in the foriresses of
Arbil and Kirkuk show o larger intercction
with effects from the Ottomon gge, like the
extensive use of pigeon-holes . and lorge
coloured oreus in deccration”.

After o trectment of the gesthetic aspects

" of architecture concerning appearance, buil-

ding material, potio, rooms, windows celiers,
arches and verandas, the writer, deals with
decoration units in their connéétion with the
building moterial. Marble and .metal deco-
rations have their own fea"’tu%es so do
wooden gloss and gypsum’ ‘decorctions.
Colours used in these decomtmns are not
matched in the Baghdadi type, since the
prevailing colour is dark biue or crimson.
Arbil fortress is unigue in having large co-
loured areas on the walls with:freizes or se-
parate decoration units. The pigeon-holes
in Kirkuk and Arbil fortresses display @ va-
riety of colours: dark blue, yeliow, white, or
red all in parailed lines ending in forms of o
circle or gyre reflecting the design used in
the window iron grills or fendes,

in this fourth issue we ¢lso publish ¢ trao-
nslation of a-word by Brogue, where he ex-
plains the artistic principles which he used
to give his style its distinction from his co-
ntemporaries, He oiso showsPicasscs infl-
wence on him at their ‘cubic’ stage.

Dr. Abdui - Rahman Al-Gailgni ‘and Nizerre

Scleem continue their contributions to Al
Riwag to support its cultural:icourse, and
to eniarge the capacity of the readers to
embrace the aspeocts of the international mo-
vement of the arts in the world,’ond to intro-
duce works by the masters as well s those
of our young crtists who endeagvour to ach-
ieve a level of performance :showing the
national & striving towards an’ mtematsonql
quaiity of their work

~The Editor

@ Mousil - win
& Arbil fortresse

dow

with jron grilig




nol symbois - His best exomples are statues -

of Tarig ibn Ziad, Amru ibn Al-Ags, Khowia
bint Ak-Azwar, The Rise of Egypt, Bank of the
Nile, Peasant Girl...

The writer surveys the influence of ancient
Egyption arts on Mukhicr, positive or regat-
ive. He clso shows the infiuence of contem-
porary Europeon artists;, his otfitude to the
call for rejecting realistic art and following
abstiract tendencies. Mukhtor says: “There
arg two  basic foctors  in il works of art:
iliustrating reaiity & illustrating imagination.
Some people try 1o crecie a conflict between
the two foctors nowodays. Despite alf

hubbub, these conflicis could not reach o |

decisive result we do not wont 1o illustrote
reality totally, ‘because we feel it is impos-
sible to do that. In any case, the two foctors
are bound 10 meet now os they did in the
post.” :
Through this clear vision, Mukhtar knew
~how to learn from Rodin's personification
without being tropped in his style. He knew
-~ how to mix romanticism with realism in equal
~limits.  He knew how to use aspects of
-gimple lyricism ond features of cubism, how
to learn from the ‘gbridgement’ tendency In
. -madern art and how to add it 1o the ancient
- Egyptian art. L :
" In this issue, Shokir Hassan writes on
. «The meoning of man in art'” with special re-
.. ference to the works of two modern lragi
;. artists:  Rafi’  Al-Nasii ond  Muhammed
. Mohriddin. The writer tries to enlarge fhe
scope of critical insight in dealing with the
nature of content in ort, ¢ noture joining the
Joutward to the inward, the formative volues
o the .expressive -values, "Rofi's works,

have -become attempts developing outsids
the formal -meaning of the Arabic letter,
where he uses the inteliectual movement of

e Bublect, both'narrative - and historicat

beginning with “Tel - Al-Zatar Quartet’ in 1976

aspects of the phenomenon of place observ:

B Al-Naosirf -'Tel - Al-Zatzr
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The third issus of Al-Riwag was o genuine
compliment {c the tenth anniversary of the
July 17 Revolution. 1t wos an expression of
our belief in the objectives of that Revolution,
of our apprecicticn of its achievements _'(_m
all tevels, of our cspirations thet our art and
literoture should meet the ambition of -that
Revelution, 1o support its course and under-
line the great role of the artist in deepening
the awareness of the Arob individual of his
reality and his age, within o progressive ins-
ight, and dlong the lines indicated by the
Farty and Revoiution Command on varicus
occasions.  Suffice in this respect what was

- said by Comrade Saddem Hussein, explaining

the organic relctionship between the Revo-
lution and the crlist: “The artist is like the
politician; for as the politician formuiates 'ii_f_e
in an advanced version, according to his un-
derstonding of it. 30 does the artist formulate
life and give it o practical expression by hlS
art, and aeeording to his understanding teo.”

This fourth issue of Al-Riwaq - while the
previous three issues emphasized the impo-
rtance of art ae o developed publicity organ
in a socialist society - Indicates the necessity
that the ortist should undertoke the genuine
expression of the gspirations of the Argb
masses, the assimilation of the revolutionary
courss, the constant endeavour to undertine

the shimﬂg aspect of that course, the adopt-.

ion of o firm stand against off attempts to
isolate the artist from his society, and make
him shrmk into his inflated self by narrow und
individugl obsessions.

The :ploneer artist is the voice of revo!-
ution, assimifating s will and foith in obje-
ctives, its aworeness of its role and copabi-
lity of ‘creative action. This is indicated An
the preface to this issue: “What pre-occup’ies

the sélect among the consciols artists; dnd -

makes them do their utrmost effort is to hring
thelr stidies to their distinguishing charact-.
eristics,” und not lsave them to experimental
formation” alone , where they: borrow from
the heritage of ct\niszation. whether ‘popuiar .

or isiamic, or from the genero! aspecis of
internctional herizoge only.  Therefore, the
unity of excellence damands the unity of the
select, the unity of experience ond appr-
occh... an objective which in the difficult test
before the ortist, the country and the mes-
sage of the revoiutionary art.”

Al-Riwaq coniinues interviews with our
artists, whose worxe have taken them to the
front of the artistic movement in the Arab
worid. These intsrviews aim to show that
these works depend in their significonce on
the importance of the content, in oddition to

_ the formative powers of the crtists and their

expressive abilities. Hofidh Al-Duroubi, in a
conversation with the editorial secretary,
keeps ceming bagk 1o his social reality, and
to his awareness of the lrogi noture, his
special and geners! relations with his enviro-
nment, and the effect of ¢li thot on the
ortist's power of expression. I om always
searching for depth inside nature and the
social relations,” says Al-Duroubi, He is now
trying to employ this awareness of depth in
the mural he is executing for the new buiid:
ing of the Nationg: Command, 1o render every
section indicative of g realistic, as weli as of
@ symbolic value. “The mural then is sym-
bolic in content, realistic in types. Its symb-
olism brings fogsther vorious times and
places into one perspective, which is not
possible in reaiity. "Through these portial
symbols tied together, Al-Duroubi was able
o expres his inspirction from the stages pr-
eparing for the revolution, end to extend
those symbols to o future dimension, joining
the past tc the future in one complementary
visisn,

Ina -study on the Egyption sculptor
Mohmoud ‘Mukhizr {1891.1834), the writer
shows the ospects of Mukhtar's charocter
through a study of the peculidrity of his work,
his vonstant return for inspirction 1o the
social reality in Arab Egypt, to realization of
changes inthat country, to the artist’s evaly-
ation qf {ts heross and peascnts alike, to
his appreciation of his country’s land and
people Dr'{ahc Hussein exploins Mukhiar's
role in that driticol period of Egypt's history
in these y rds: “While the Egyptions were
©On-the bonks of the Nile to gain.
their po[mcuE independence, making sacri-
fices in men ond money, Mukhtar's activity
was y:e[dmg its frult in Poris, on the banks
of the Sejr J ‘proving to Europe that the Egyp-
tian rising was not mere talk, or one of those
useless atfempts, but o reality portraying a
people getting up from sleep, getting active
after icrsguor, and joining the new to the old”.

Mukhtar could not have achieved this job
s faith in his Arab ngtion, and.his
ction to its nationol aspirations.
Mukhtar | himself said. "Art }s o national
power, ahd all notions demand their arts to
be clearly expressive of their features and
charoctefistics”. This inspired him to make
. numerous of his statues In the form of natio:

2
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