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an illuminating commentary by Nizarre
Saleem, showing the communication it ach-

. eves between the traditional African art and

contemporaneity, forming a milestone of
novelty.

The translated study in this issue is on
«The Early Self Portraits by Rembrandt.»
Here we learn about the various psychological
and expressive effects on each of those
works, the development of the artist during
his work on self-portraits, and his achieve-
ment therein. This underlines a significant
approach in the field of ‘criticism and a
serious attempt to explore the depths of the
artist through his work.

The Editor

All Issa.

Al-Waosltt

3



difference between colour in @ painting and
that in o ceramic piece is that colour in the
former is basic to the painter’s competence
and his control of its secrets. In .ceramics,
colour is concomitant to form. The difference
is that colour in a painting is completely in
the hands of the ortist, while in the ceramic
art is somehow different as numerous foctors
interfere to produce the final colour,» mainly
the noture of material used. To achieve the
choice of cotour, long experience Is neces-
sary. Sa’ad Shakir goes on to give details of
his work, how to achieve glozed or depressed
colour. About the characteristics of expres-
sive forms in this art he soys: <The resilience
of the material makes it suggestive of power,
serenity and glamour. The ortist has to think
of the size of forms, the space around them,
light ond shadow gl at the same time. Light
and shadow exercise their effect on the block

cussed their work problems and the methods
of developing their work in the field of monu-

ments, the methods of better interaction with
national realities demanding a language of

deeper expression and more concentration,

and calling for a more comprehensive sup-
port to' help the sculptors towards better
achievement in their work.

Four pages are allotted In this issue to
cover news of exhibitions held in Arab coun-
tries and the world, tracing new develop-
ments in art, and trying to establish a better

w»

in a spoce ond on the construction of all

rapport among Arcb artists to support their
works.

efforts in stressing their individual qualities.
The outstanding work in this issue Is by

lssmalyl Al Shakhly
Suhall Al Hindawi

in his study on «The Decoration in Arab
Isiamic Architecture,» Shareef Yousif surveys
the main features and the influence on those
decorations by the nature of material used,
whether stone, wood, gypsum or marble,
showing how these decorations retain their
main fegtures, despite the material used.
The Arab ortist had excelled in devising
“various decorations showing his mastery of
geometry and the principles of forming those
geometrical shapes. To achieve this, the
artist used to divide an area into vertical and
horizontal axes, crossing each other to form
centres to draw parallelograms ond star-like
torms, defined by broken lines to render alter-
nate corners on the inward and outward
sides of the forms.»

a contemporary African artist, which receives
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In this issue, Buland Al-Haidari writes on
the great Arab Artist Al-Wasiti, who lived in
the 13th Century of the Christion era. From
his works one can deduce the main charac-
teristics of the Baghdad School of Art. The
ninety nine pictures with which Al-Wasiti
illustrated Magomaot Al-Heriri show the influ-
ence on a number of our contemorary artists,
including Jawad Saleem, and show their imp-
ortance for our historions, who used those
illustrations for a better undertanding of thot
age, its fife, architecture ond various social
tevels. «lf we may suggest that Al-Wasiti
had drawn on the arts of ancient Mesopo-
tamic and on the Archaic murals, on the ori-
gins of Islamic art where he flourished, on
Byzontine sources and probobly some exper-
iments of western Indig, we may also suggest
that the novelty of this artist comes from his
ability to imbibe afl these effects.» coming
out with an art stressing his individuality and
distinguishing characteristic. :

‘This issue also surveys the pannel lately
held by the iraqi sculptors, where they dis-

= The Decoration in Arab 1slamic Architecture




» )

B As in previous numbers, the leader of this
issue of Al-Riwaq is an effort to strengthen
the relation between the public and the artist
in his endeavour to underline his role in soc-

‘jety, and to develop his power to embrace

and portray his reality, in a manner enhan-
cing thelr communication through the medium
of a common language. This cannot be ach-
jeved without the artist wondering in each of
his artistic works about the significance of
his being an artist among his people, and
about what he wants his artistic work to
herald or encourage, in order to achieve his
capacity of renovation and constant.interac-
tion with the aspirations of the contemporary
Arab. Hence, “it is mandatory for plastic.art -
to transcend the generalized image of the
revolution and the poetic gwareness of it into
a tangible historical search of revolutionary
development of the present, a preconception
of the future, and a conjunction of what is
tocal with what is national and comprehen-
sively human™.

The present issue publishes two Interviews
with two Arab artists: Sa’ad Shakir and All -
{ssa. The latter explains the endeavour of
Arab Maghreb artists to develop thelr own
characteristic style through Interaction with
their characterstic milieu, defining such
course with the beginning of effects coming
from the Impressionistic school and the
‘artists who “adopt the symbolism of colour.
This was followed by a stage where the form
was coupled with the symbolism of colour,
and line in an interactior to form a definite
A third stage brought together colour, form
symbol. - The fourth stage directed my
attention to the entire universe, and colour
became an indivisible whole.” :

In his treatment of the subject, Sa'od
Shakir briefly recounts the efforts -of the
anclent Iraqi artist in the field of ceramic up :
to the recent developments in this art, when
a department of ceramics was formed In the
Institute of Fine Arts, over quarter a century,

ago, and up to more recent years when the .

ceramics developed from an art limited by-a
utilitarian value to an art of an expressive |
power. Sa’ad Shakir compares the effort of

the pointer with that of the ceraomist: h
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