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SA'AD SHAKIR'S recent work is an evolution and a development of forms and themes

which have been posing their problems on his mind for some time'

This evolution and development is of specific value. lt constitutes the natural sequence

to the birth of the idea. And, as such, it is as necessary and important as growth and ma'

rurity are to birth, in the physical sense'

Conseqnently, they should - by no means - be mistaken as repetittons' On the contrary'

they form u progresriu. exploitation of the original idea, through every Permutation and pos-

sibiiity which the idea offers, in a thorough and systematic manner, resulting in richer and

more profound results.

His forms are abstractions derived from either shells or cacti - flora or the human figure'

ln most cases these forms are compositions of elements from the various' often contrasting

sources, mentioned above, put togeiher in such a way as to create organic unity' For exa-

mple: A form essentially based on cacti may suddenly becom.e shell-like' on which breasts

are attached. These contrasting elements are mingled so intelligently as to result in .a form

which seems natural, at ease, a*nd perfectly convincing, though it does not strictly belong to

any of it's sources.

The forms, thus created, strange as they may aPpear' seem to Possess an inner. life of

their own, and an organic strength, which force us or rather convince us, to accePr them'

They owe this "inner life" and "organic strength" to the multitude of common elements

in the universal laws of growth in Naturl, be those of shells, cacti, or the human figure' which

the- artist carefully obr"iu", and obeys, and which constitute both backbone and muscle of

his creations' 
vatentinos charalambous
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