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“The artist is like a politician; they both make life in advanced forms.”

This immortal aphorism of H.E.the Leader President Saddam Hussein
was embodied in practice throughout the Battle of Saddam's Qasdisiya
in a clear and moving form when the arlists reacted to the pulsating emo-
tions of the people and the intensities of the battle. By brush and canvas
they expressed the feelings of the people and their identification with the
fighters ,thus reinforcing the battle fronts with spiritual energies known
only to those who deal with the field of battle on a continuous daily basis.

They painted the trenches and the protective barriers and the glorious
summits of the proud frontlines. They immortalized the martyrs who laid
down their lives in the Qadisiya of Saddam and portrayed their heroic
epics on the battle field, in defence of great Iraq, in paintings , sculptures ,
monuments and in all manner of expression which shall tell future gener-
ations the story of the fighters, magnificent heroism in their sacred de-
fence of our land and of our pride and dignity.

From their positions, the artists gave generously by actually participat-
ing in the war on the front and by immortalizing the battle in picture and
monument. thus confirming the profundity of the Leader President’s
aphorism that the artist is a maker of life and that his role is not unlike that
of the politician in the building up of life and in defending it.

Greetings of love, pride and appreciation to all Iragi artists, and to all
those who reacted to the battle by proffering their creative efforts in ge-
fence of our land and pride and honour.

Latif Nsayyef Jassem
Member of the Regional Command
‘Minister of Culture & Information

September 21,1988
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