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0n the floorr of ttrre liphinx sanctua::y, about 2 meters from
the sid"e of ttre north rear paw of the sphlnx, is an open erack
about l meter long (N-s) and J0 cm. wid.e (E-W). This openlng
is part of a large natural fiszure vihich n,lns through the whole
body of the Sphi.nx and lts sanctr.rary (rock-cut ditch). The
large fissure rrray actually be a series of sraller fissures
which mn together at the sj-te of the Sphlnx. lt can be traced
at surface fiom thd top of' the Khafra closeruay on'the south
sid,e of the sphinx sanctuary, along the south floor, ffid through
the entire exposed bedrock core-body of the statue. It con-
tinues along the north floor, where it o*.ens into the crack
opposite the hind pawr and up through the bedrock ledge forraing
the north l1mit to the uphinx ditch.

A,t the top of the back the main fissure opens !o a space
more than two meters wide (E-W). This space was roof ed. r,iith
iron bars, limestone pieces, and grey cement by Saraize in 1926.
He built an iron trap door into this roofing and blocked up the
siCes of tkre fissure on its interior and dcwn along the criteide
of the body of the Sphirx. It is possible to descend vertlcally
through the bod.y of the liphinx, d"own this fissure from the trap
door at the top of the back. The interior sides of the *raft
formed by the fisstrre shor"r the unweathered. bedrock, and here
and there, patches of -Baraize's stone-cement blocktng. the bottom
of the *raft is about 11.50 met,ers from the top of the back,
or about 1 meter shcrt of the outsid-e 11loor of the Sphinx ditch
(the height of the sphinx back is 12.50 meters). rhe bottom
looks to be bedrocko viith a much narro!,rer crack continuing dovrn
deeper. t'he bottom is obscured somevrhat by spilt grey cement
from tire Baraize restoration.

rhe part of the fissure running through the Sphinx core*
bod.y was first excavated by nariette in 1851. iriariette recog-
nizla this as a na,tural fissure, although others have taken it
as a f'unerary shaft. lt looks as though the interlor sides of
the fissure in the body could have been squared off artificially;
holo'ever, there is no burial chamber as such cut at the bottom*.

rhe fissure nlns through llember II, the soft bed"ded stone
of the core body, ffid down into lvlember Ir the hard. erystalline
linrestone of tfre'sphinx floor. 1t is in i{embe Y L, opposite the
north hind pawr that it opens to a space one meter in length
a"nd" 3A cms. in widt&.
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rhis opening r+as expo,sed during the cleaning operations
of the 19?B SRI International work in'i;he Sphinx e*nctuary, as
it probably had been d"urin€; the 1925 excavation of Baraize.
It vra.s found to be Ii1Ied wlth sand and rubble r.ihich was left
intact during the uRI work.

rhe rubble fill of this crack itras partially clea.red.
epril 27r 1978 drrrin55 work in the sphinx sarlctuary under the
ciirection of i{r, aahJ- Hawass, then "r'irst .Lnspector of the Giza
Pyramlds. At this time, the rubble fill r,^ras cleared to a de;lth
of 1.5U ms. rhe fill conslsted of a br.:rtm or grey dirt-sand.
mixture with natural limestone t'ragments. Charcoal t'1ecks,
a few pottery f'ragments and. spots of d,amp clay or mud indicated
that this fill was culturally d,eposited,. r-t a.opeared that the
fissure opening at this spot had not been cleared during pre-
vious mod.ern excavations. All the pottery was saved., ed the
mud spr:ts, carbon flecks, ancl soiL matrix were sampled. lhese
materials are stored in the Antiquitles urgpnization magazlne
west of the Great lyramid. $xcavation could proceed no further
than 1.10 ms, in d.epth d"ue to the narrow worklng space. At
this depth, the:fi1l sti1l contained carbon I'l-ecks and pottery
fragmen ts.

un rebruary 11 , L979 luiark l,ehner vlsited the sj.te just
after thre6 d.ays of hard" rain. rhe rain had left onsid.erable
alroun.ts of water stai:ding in d.epressions here and there in lhe
floor of the Sphirx sanctuary. the rubble fill of the fissure
opening by the north hind. paw had apparently collapsed., as now
the crack looked, to be open to a d"epth of 3 or 4 meters.

rhis opening was examined arfl,aln by ivlark l,ehner during the
first season of the ARCE Sphinx troject onluly 7 and 11, 1979.
st that time .lehner had himself lowere€, d,own, head"-firstn into
the t'issure with a I'lashlight. rhe crack appeared to extend
nearly five meters under floor-leveI; however, at the bottom it
appeared to narrow to a space of a few cms. wide and to angle
lateral1y to the east. oections of pipe were fastened togethen
and. pustred d.or,vn into the fissure to a depth of approximately
five meters, et about 4..5 meters the soil was quite wet, indi-
eating the leve$ of the subsurface water. ulven the fact that
the bottom of th* crack appeared to narrow to a few cm$., the
question of r,flrere the soil fill couId" hanre fallen was not
sati sfactorilgr answered.

The opening was loosely closed r,'rith large limestone
pieces at surfaee.
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