Journal July 31, 2000

Start by cleaning up L2002 between 4m and 5m pins and continuing to dig for those cobblestones in L2007 and L2008. We have extra workers today, so we will have them work on the trench steps while we are doing fine-tuning on L2007 and 2008 in preparation for locus number change. That area of cobblestones will become L2009 and the north course of mudbrick adjacent to the cobbles will become 2010.

We took out a new chunk of L2002 between the 3m and 4m pins, working in 1m x 1m sections, east side first. We hit harder soil close to the level-base of the section between the 4m and 5m pins. When we dug the western half of the 3m-4m section, we hit hard soil with some burn-ash-dirt in the baulk and some clay-oven scraps, but no in-tact oven. We stopped digging when we hit distinctly harder soil, although I am not convinced that this is mudbrick yet--it may be a bit closer to occupational layers.

We also had the workers hack out L2002 between the 6m and 7m pins, 50cm deep to start and potentially more unless they hit anything interesting. We separated the L2002 KT bags today because we collected pottery/lithics/bone from three areas:


1. cleaning up b/w 4m and 5m pins


2. digging w/b 3m and 4m pins


3. digging b/w 6m and 7m pins

Because these three areas are on significantly different levels/elevation of the slope, we separated bags to better determine from whence our materials are being recovered. 

We picked up and bagged all the bones and sherds off the surface of L2007 and articulated the cobbles--which run fairly continuously in an L-shape around the SE corner-mudbricks in this L2007 area, we found a nice (albeit small) piece of basalt grindstone. We also finished cleaning up L2008 and had Drew photograph everything. The NE corner of L2008 seems to be a depression/ pit of lower level cobbles compared with the rest of L2008.

Next we started digging toward the L2010-mudbrikcs starting from the northern edge of what had previously been L2005, starting at the 3m pin and working southwards 1m.  This section between the 3m pin and L2010-mudbricks is now L2011 because it is a context adjacent to mudbrick and may contain material that will help date the mudbrick-and-cobbles combo.

We missed all of our closing elevations today for various unworthy reasons so we will start tomorrow by measuring 30 of them!

