July 23, 2000

We began by straghtening the balks and leveling the floor surrounding the pot smash.  Drew came and took 2 photos.  One close up plan shot for drawing and one at an angle.  He later returned and took one in context which also shows L-2002 which we opened today.

Additionally we found a piece of basalt midway along the east wall abutting the balk.  It was a piece of grindstone and was given KT 2011 and bagged as a small find.

We then began digging down a raised section midway along the east wall of the trench.  It was ground outside of the 1m section around the potsmash and consequently was not leveled before the picture.  After it was at the level of the potsmash and surrounding earth we dug the eastern 2m of the trench down 10cm attempting to find any surface the pot may have been resting on.  As we did so we noticed the earth became slightly more moist and it was more brown in color.  We then opened L-2002 for the estern half of the trench.  Locus-2001 remained opened in the NE corner in a 1m square surrounding the pot smash and in the western half of the trench.  We were then advised that the area around the pot should be given its own locus to avoid contamination of its context.  We opened L-2003 in a 1m square surrouding the pot which had formerly been a section of L-2001.

Our workman Matine found a large potbase when he was picking the eastern side of the trench.  We estimate it was located 12cm off the E wall and 80 cm off the S wall.  It was 16 cm north to south and 12 cm east to west.  We took the elevation and bagged it as a small find.

We then uncovered 2 large rocks which as yet don't seem to be anything but rocks.  One was along the north balk and 99cm off the E balk.  The other was in the center of L-2002.  176m off the N wall and 116cm off the E wall.

After cleaning off the southern third of L-2002 we came upon a ring of reddish soil surrounding a white center.  We call it the Red Donut.  The ring was about 90cm from both the south and east walls.  We gave this area a new locus, L-2004.   The ring is 18cm in diameter, but we are currently unsure of whether it is a surface and a larger area should be designated L-2004.  We will clean further tomorrow troweling the surrounding area more level to determine the appropriate designation.

Earlier in the day we also found examples of basalt grindstones.  The first was found in L-2001 and was lodged next to the E balk 218cm off the S balk.  The next is slightly questionable as to its function as a grindstone, but it was found in L-2002 105cm off the E balk and 30cm from the S.  

