July 14, 2001

Primary aim today was to recover burials first encountered during 2000 excavation season.  Work focussed on two loci.  1)  L.1033/4:  Yesterday had excavated in 2x2m extension E of A1 to approx 15cm above femora extending into unit, and had excavated to bag placed over remains at close of 2000 season.  L. 1033 is final 15cm above burial.  L 1034 approximates close burial pit, within 5cm of bones, though no soil change is observable.  2)  L 1035 consists of backfill, which covers two burials in NE quadrant of A1.  Excavating in search of two plastic bag covers.

1) L 1033:  Encountered human bone (metatarsals) at elevation 99.68 (location 1 on plan map) below base of infant burial (L.1029, 99.84).  Though these could have been deposited through digging of infant pit, they suggest possibility of 2 levels of inhumations in this area of cemetery.  L 1034 burial is lower, but neither of the others is superimposed directly above it.

Burial itself was in fair condition after year partially exposed and 2 excavations.  Was photographed today using spider.  Tomorrow, plan photos in am before removal.  Pubic symphysis was recovered last season along w/crushed cranium and, apparently L.arm, and shoulder girdle.  Present r. arm, some lower thoracic vertebra (poorly preserved), lower ribs, sacrum, ilia (s-i joint appears to be intact, femora, ti/fib, tarsals.

Some metatarsals appear along tibia—rodent movement?

2) L. 1035:  Excavating through 2000 season backfill looking for bags above two burials.  Encountered first near end of day.  Will clear tomorrow morning.  Looked like may have located second, but may be part of first.  Should be noted: Though this soil (KT1152, 1153) is listed as backfill, all of it clearly is not.  Contains potsherds, some animal bone.  Still because of clear mixing of contexts, I would not analyze materials from these lots.

IMPORTANT NOTE FROM A4:  Andrew excavated what appears to be a squash seed (Cucurbitus sp. – Kathy has seen it.) in close proximity to human bone in N end of A4.  Was excavated close to surface but not in topmost level.  Whether was introduced to level through burial pit, or is part of natural level, this  may fix date of this portion of the cemetery.  Cucurbits are New World crops.  Their introduction to Turkey can probably be dated from historical sources, and certainly postdates early 16th century.  

