July 17, 2001

Today we began digging up a burial at the north end of trench A1, Locus 1035.  We went back after lunch and continued digging.  Some locals, possibly the guards, came and talked to us.  The explained in Kurdish and Turkish that Muslims are buried facing Mecca.  They also explained that women are buried at midline depth (mid ribs) and men are buried at upper thigh depth.

While screening the soil from the burial, the workers found an orange-brown bead with a hole through it.  They also found the bones of one or more mice. (AS)

The mice (or other small rodents were found at the level of the burial in proximity to the head.  Looks like nice confirmation of theory of rodent transfer of bones (especially bones of feet) along long bones toward crania.

