July 24, 2001


Plans altered.  Area F excavators were not ready for Amy, so she moved on to excavation of L. 1039/1040.  This is the last burial in A1 we expect to excavate this year.  I stayed to monitor work in A1 and to assist Andrew with layout of new trench extensions N, and E (RP).

We assigned 2 new loci today.  The first locus appears to be a wall made from stones and broken pottery.    The second turned out to be the feet of an individual which were thought to be hands last year.  This skeleton extends into area A3 and the entire mid-section is covered by dirt which we hadn’t had current plans to remove.  We now plan to remove the dirt and excavate this skeleton. (AS)

L. 1039:  Amy excavated below one of the two bags buried by the 2000 crew to protect a suspected burial uncovered last year (recorded as hands—see L.1040).  Amy excavated 10-15cm, until she reached either what appears to be the top of a stone wall line (covering 2/3 of the excavated space) or a possible—though uncovered in a very limited space—surface, evidenced by series of sherds laying flat and a more densely packed soil matrix (covering the remaining 1/3).  Less than 5 pieces of bone (all small fragments) were recovered.  These were likely deposited either through bone mixing during repeated cemetery use or through rodent activity repeatedly encountered (see L. 1035; July 17 entry) in A1.  The surface and wall may be worth re-examination by others in crew after we have finished with the cemetery.

L. 1040 skeleton recording. This burial is listed in records from both last year (2000) and this as a locus in A1.  We believe these are the feet of a burial (A3 L. 3002) that originates in A3.  The likely cranium is in the excavated portion of A3.  At this point have series of metatarsals, in place, along with top of talus of each foot exposed.  These are in fair to poor condition.  Horizontal expansions necessary to remove the burial are all within the limits of A3.  This burial will be referred to from this point as A3 L. 3002.  Field records will shift to the A3 journal. 

Tomorrow we will begin to expand NE corner of A4 to expose remainder of this burial (RP) 

