Week 3 Summary:

Ending July 19, 2001

Week was fairly successful on both fronts.  We removed three of last year’s burials from A1 and extended our trench probes further toward probable limits of cemetery.  Located several new graves (7? Get exact figure).

What we know that we didn’t last week:

1)
Preservation overall is very good.  Each of the burials (the 1028 infant, 1034, 1035, 1036) was in very good condition on all parts not touched upon by past summer’s excavations.  L. 1035 was exceptional with full ribs arching from back to sternum, preservation of virtually every bone (exception was pubes).  Infant burial, though articulation lost was also very well preserved.

2)
Infants are preserved in the area A cemetery.  In addition to recovered infant, there is a second at N end of A4.  Preservation/representation of infants is crucial consideration in paleodemographic samples.

3)
The cemetery extends well beyond the original A1 4x4m, most likely in all directions.  Infant was discovered in east extension of A1 (only an extension of 2m).  Burials were encountered to the very ends (8m N and W) of A1 borders.  Our best current estimate of cemetery size (assuming rectangle) would be 175m2.

4)
Cemetery is young.  We knew from start that the cemetery must postdate most/all of mound occupation.  Did not know by how much.  Body positioning seems to indicate Islamic period.  Workmen, locals indicate clear recognition if Islamic orientation, hand positioning.  Piece of cloth recovered by Andrew in A3 today also suggests recent deposit.

Next week:

1)
We need to continue to expand probes outward.  At this point knowing extent of cemetery is most important goal.  Tentative plan of action is to identify and mark burials at high points (usually crania) and move on.  We will remove selected burials (see 7/18 notes) as time permits.

2)
If time permits a deeper sounding (possibly in old A1 where top layer of burials will have been removed) to determine how deep early levels of burial might go.  Muslim tradition suggests, if entire use is Islamic, this will not be much below what we have currently. 

