July 26, 2001

Week 4 Summary

A1.  We were able to remove the child burial (L. 1038), but not the last burial (A1 L. 1040/A3 L. 3002).  This burial was covered by significant overburden (unexcavated portion of A3).  Also, crew took lab day on 7/25, which changed excavation schedule for the week.  Where we are after 3 weeks:

Determining spatial extent of the cemetery.  

1)
Cemetery excavations have been extended as far W as we will extend this year (A3 reaches to point 0.75m from B4, which covers span to Area C, which produced no burials).  There is evidence the cemetery becomes less dense as we expand from E-W (reduction of #burials from 6 in A3 [E] to 2 in A5).  Each covers an area of 16m2.

2)
Current excavations in A6(?) reach within 2m of N edge of flat portion of mound top.  We will not extend the last 2m because of practical limitations—trench would made movement on top of mound, especially with wheelbarrows and other equipment unnecessarily difficult.

3)
Current excavations toward E (A4, A7?) reach the easternmost level ground on the top of the mound.

Two areas we would like to fit on during last week (4) of field season:

1)
Would like to extend S in area where burials are relatively dense (E end of mound).  B4 extends to S edge of flat area, but falls W of area of densest cemetery use.  S extension of A5 from E end is most likely.  Would need to be extended 6-8m, max.

2)
Would like to put a test sounding nearer the center of the mound top (N and W of A1.  Currently we are confined (for practical reasons) to the edges of the mound top.  This may prove impractical.

