Week 5 Summary

Aug. 3, 2001

A1 was inactive until 8/2 when Amy opened an extension to recover legs, feet of L.1036 burial.  Recall from week 2: expansion of trench (L.1036) was made under incorrect impression burial would be an infant.  Lower legs were left at the time to insure best preservation of total skeleton.  Excavation of overburden over legs while upper portions were exposed would have endangered them.  Amy finished removing the lower legs on 8/4.

Couple of burials struck in last two days (naturally) have spread some doubt over our assessment that cemetery was strictly Islamic.  These burials are: A3 L.3002, and A7 L. 7002.  Each of these burials runs counter to Islamic burial tradition.  A3 L. 3002 is oriented N of E, compared to other burials, and appears to be out of position.  A7 L. 7002 has its head to the south.  A third burial, A6 L. 6007, appears to run below an architectural feature, L. 6002, leading us to question whether all burials were deposited in area exclusively devoted to cemetery.

Will attempt to get radiocarbon dates for each of these skeletons.  A3 L.3002 rib section has been collected expressly for this purpose.  Amy will excavate the other two after Andrew and I depart.  She has been instructed to take rib sections for each following clean procedures.  Outcome of these dates will have strong influence on whether we pursue further excavation in the cemetery.

