July 12, 2001

Before entering the journal for today, here are the datum readings for A-2
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Today we cleaned/swept while taking elevations on our 4m-32m east and west datum points. We then sprayed the entire area in the south 2m x 2m of the trench and with a trowel traced the mudbricks in the base of L2051 and L2053. We drew these bricks on our dayplan and had the workers start digging L2052. We removed 15cm of L2052 and cleaned and sprayed. We saw 3 chunks of mudbricks outlined and one complete 24cm x 25cm brick. None of these four bricks/ brick fragments were oriented consistently with each other. We took a photograph (as a "progress" picture) and had the workers remove the last 15cm of L2052.  Our feeling is that L2052, like L2053, is mudbrick collapse rather than a wall-proper.

After kahvalti we trowelled back the base of L2051, L2052, L2053 and L2042 (last year's zebra-striped wall) trying to find the relationship between them.  We found a very distinct white plaster line on the north side of L2042 (we already knew it was there, but just traced it more distinctly today). We trowelled looking for the south side of L2042 which SHOULD extend "underneath" L2053. We could not, however, find any clear line(s). We photographed the area (connection between 2042-2053/2051 and the south part of 2051-2052). We will sink a 20cm-deep 50 x 50cm probe over the place where the south edge of L2042 should be. This plan is designed to catch the brick line/ edge of L2042 in section without relying on the connection with the plastered wall preserved in the west baulk.

While Baris and Ellie were trowelling in the south, the workers moved dirt about 70cm wide as L2043-topsoil at the 13m peg. They brought this step down to the level of a large stone that was protruding from the base of the step at this cut (located at 13.37m). There are several large cobblestones emerging at the base of this section and one large flagstone emerging at the base of this section at L2043. We drew in the stones on the dayplan and left them in place after photographing. 

