July 14, 2001

After sweeping away overnight debris, we laid out our 50cm x 50cm probe over the place where we expected to find the joint between L2042 and L2053. We dug down 20cm looking for any signs of the line of wall-2042 continuing towards the west baulk. At about 10cm down we started hitting cobbles of about 3-5cm and 7-10cm in size below the top elevation of L2054. The cobbles began just below this burn level and continued for 10cm to the base of L2054 (and maybe beyond that, but we will not dig further here for now). Thee cobbles are primarily in the eastern half of L2054 We do not see any signs of a break / joint where we expected to find one between L2042 and L2053. The soil corresponding with the cobbles of L2054 has charcoal flecks interspersed in reddish mudbricky material. There is a line separating the area of cobbles from the area of non-cobbles that we see in the south and north faces of the L2054 cut. this line is a different color brick (red) on the east and greenish-brown to the west. We think this may mean that the cobbles and burn material are part of a pit sunken into or beside L2042. There is only the equivalent of 1 course of brick material in the east cut (section) of 2054 above the burn layer. We will stop digging in the south part of the trench now and will start to clarify the area around the pit L2044 at the 5m peg.

We had the workmen move soil L2043 between the 19.5 and 21.5m pegs This is a new 2 x 2 at the north end of the trench. This section of L2043 was just the same as all the other topsoil areas so far. 

After breakfast we began to dig new locus-2057, which is between the 4m and 5m pegs. L2057 is between pit L2044 and oven L2015 (last year's find). Last year's L2017/2016 was a surface, so I am considering L2057 to be sub-surface fill. We screened all of the soil in L2057, having dug with a small pick and trowels.  We came up with a tooth that looks like a human molar, but is more likely a pig tooth. Directly adjacent to L2015-oven and about 8cm below the top of L2057, we came down on an area of ashy soil much like the soil in L2044. Thus we named the pit L2058 and began digging slowly, screening everything. We found a piece of pottery here that looks like a stopper (ie., manipulated after firing)--we gave this its own KT and called it a Small Find.  Because we did not have an appropriate sized screen on the site, we bagged the soil from L2058 to hold for screening tomorrow. We gave these soil bags KTs so they won't get lost in the shuffle.  We stopped digging here for now, because we don't have the right equipment to finish it right.

We cut more topsoil (really sub-topsoil) L2043 at the 15m peg as a 1m x 2m section.  This locus produced lots of interesting pot sherds and some nice lithics (hand scrapers). The soil was mostly loosely packed medium to fine silt loam with some pebbles and small stones, but nothing that appeared to be organized 'rock gardens' like we have in L2055.

We managed to get all our closing elevations; life is much better with several datums to use for A-2.

