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July 5, 2001

Week 1 Summary

This was the first week of digging. Baris arrived earlier than Ellie and cleaned up the trench. There was lots of erosion. The bags we left around the perimeter of the trench at the close of last season had fallen into the trench and torn up the baulks on the way down. The south and east baulks are particularly precarious, although the west baulk is not in as bad of shape.  Baris straightened the south, west and east baulks such that they are now even with the trench lines. Nonetheless, we have decided not to dig much further in the southernmost portion of the trench because it is becoming dangerous already. Baris made 40 large sandbags and reinforced the south baulk by creating a semi-ring of bags. He also made elevations all along the east and west baulks to mark where we are beginning after having cleaned up the 30cm thick erosion mess. In the process of cleaning up the heavy erosion damage, some of the steps from last season had to be cut back significantly, thus the dayplans will reflect new dimensions for the steps compared to last year's final day plan.

Baris opened a new locus L2043 (equals L2000, topsoil) between the 13m and 15m pegs which produced lots of loose trashy soil with no bones but some ceramic sherds. Baris also opened the 2x2 area between the 15m and 17m as L2043 (same as L2000, topsoil). This soil was also loose and trashy with no interesting finds besides some sherds and lithics. 

Once Ellie arrived, we worked together to cut back the baulks 25cm on both the east and west sides of the trench between the 5m and 13m pegs.  We did this to ensure that the loose trashy soil in the baulks will not collapse in and kill us all. We still have to clean up from this activity but the cutting and straightening of these stepped-back baulks is almost complete. When we start digging in this area, we will only press down in the original 2x2m such that we are not expanding the width of the trench. 

