July 17, 2001

     Pushing the trench forward as quickly as possible.  Closed out Locus 3001, which turned out to be a cone-shaped pit of soft earth.  Took out  a small soil sample from the bottom to float and found 1 piece of ceramic.  Every possibility that the pit was not cultural in origin.

     Now left with 5 burials (Locus 3002, 3006, 3007, 3008).


Decided to take the entire trench down to approx. 50 cm below ground surface, which has been the level of origin for all burials in the trench thus far (give or take a little).  The only exceptions to this are the block of earth associated with Locus 3004/3005 and a second block protecting L3008 burial.


Also removed two blocks of earth which looked like they may have been mud brick walls/architecture.  Although somewhat harder than the surrounding soil, they broke into subangular peds with no distinct fracture planes.  They are more likely sun-hardened mud than deliberately formed bricks.


Excavations in the west end of the trench have turned up some large boulders, but they form no consistent pattern at present.  Currently don't plan to follow them, but to continue moving westward to test the extent of the burials.  Have found one human metacarpal/carpal at 8m west, but nothing else yet.  Bone was 30-40 cm below ground surface and possibly removed from its original context/position.  Rodent and insect activity is obvious throughout the trench.

