August 4, 2001

A4 Weekly Summary; Trench Closing Statement


The last week's excavations in A4 have focused on two areas.  The first of these was putting a deeper sounding into the northernmost 1.25m of the L4000 trench in order to provide vertical control for the excavations in A7.


While largely uneventful, we did manage to push 10cm into a what turned out to be a new stratum near the bottom.  Because this stratum had a higher clay content, there was some confusion about the possibility of there being an area of adobe wall melt.  No specific loci were identified here in A4, however.  The situation was actually resolved with additional excavation within area A7, where this stratum was assigned L7001, and it is so marked on the A4, L4000 profile map.


In retrospect, this break also looks to define a possible occupational surface, as there is a visible line of cultural debris in the south profile in the deeper section of trench.  A small, partial clay figurine was also recovered from approximately the same depth.  This would have to be followed laterally to determine for certain.


The second area of excavation was an eastward trending 2x4m trench identified as L4008.  This was a rather shallow excavation which turned up 3 burials, a small area of ash and broken pottery, a rock alignment, and an area of apparent adobe melt.


Two of the burials are represented by crania (4011, 4012), while the third is an adult or subadult ulna (4010).  The latter may or may not be associated with bone fragments identified 2m away in A6.  Of additional interest is L4015, an area of less consolidated fill forming an oval area running east from the 4012 crania to the edge of L4013 rock alignment.  This area would be consistent with fill associated with a burial, and also the first example of such fill found.  In all the burials exhumed to date, the fill around the burial has been largely indistinguishable from the general fill in the area.  This is a point worth testing, since it might aid in identifying burials before they are actually exposed.


Of the remaining loci, the ash and pottery stain is of least interest.  A soil sample was taken from L4009, but it turned up nothing of interest (Katherine).  Too ephemeral.  It had nothing else associated with it.


The rock alignment may be of some interest, however.  The central rock of this loci is extremely large--at least 75cm long and still embedded in the sidewall.  It would certainly have required great effort to move.  Like some of the rocks in Area 6 rock alignments, this one is rectilinear rather than smooth and river rolled.  Associated?  

