July 28, 2001

Trench B4

We big picked the rest of the topsoil from the center of the trench L4000.  The soil was hard and slightly softer in places near roots.  We took about .10-.15m off what is left of L4000.    

I scraped around the SE corner of the trench and found some cobbles with associated pottery in a relatively softer soil than the previous topsoil in L4000.  I changed locus to L4004 which is the subtopsoil above a possible surface underneath the topsoil in L4000. 

In the NE corner of L4000, adjacent to L4003 we found some more cobbles and pottery.  We also found on large piece of basalt that was accidentally removed from its position so I bagged it separately but I think it is part of the rest of the cobbles.  

Later excavation at the SE corner of the trench revealed more of the possible surface/collapse extending further west and North.  There may be a mud brick wall or mud brick collapse section which we might have hacked through in the first level but continues further. 

There is now activity in the entire western half of the trench.  In the N baulk we are following some more rocks and pottery sherds which are probably collapse with some hard mud brick type earth throughout.  In the center we are cleaning all of the areas that may contain mud brick which is much harder and denser than the surrounding soil.  To make matters more confusing the whole trench is riddled with animal holes.  We are trying to locate all of the hard surfaces that resemble mudbrick so that we can measure where it is if we find bricks in later levels.  

In L4004 we dug at the border of L4003 in the NE corner of the trench.  We laid a string to section off the portion where we think the rock wall in L4003 continues.  We believe that the wall may continue all the way to the South baulk running NE to SW.  We found a few large rocks and potsherds in a sort of circular pit like structure.  We will clean around these rocks to determine whether it is in fact a pit or the bottom of one.  In this part of L4004 we did not come down to the same level as the adjacent L4003 so we will peel back to see what the line rocks are on top of that exist in L4003.  

The hunk of earth between L4000 and L4004 will be troweled tomorrow to see if the rock wall does in fact extend from L4003 to L4004.  

Back to the "mudbrick" in the center of the trench...We uncovered an area about 1.8m wide by 4.3 m long of very hard mud brick collapse.  It is sometimes cut by animal holes and other areas of soft earth but is a relatively compact mass.  I have not seen any brick lines yet but we will peel back a few layers to see if we can find the foundations or maybe a sealed surface?  We made note of the area on the day plan for future reference.  

I know that the activity in the trench today was rather confusing because I had so much going on at once, so here's a quick synopsis of the day....

We continued digging topsoil which is L4000 in the parts which have not yet been excavated.  We found mud brick collapse in the center of the trench running N to South which ends with a large accumulation of pottery and cobbles in next to the North baulk.  

In the SE corner of the trench we changed from L4000  to L4004 because the soil was softer and wetter and we found some cobbles and pottery laying in situ.  L4004 extends from E to W along the South baulk and has many scattered sherds and stones.  Some of these cobbles may be associated with the line of cobbles or possible wall in L4003 on the NE corner of the trench.  At the N part of L4004 adjacent to L4003 we found a circular pit-like accumulation of small cobbles and coarse pottery sherds.  

Around the mudbrick collapse in L4000 we cleaned areas of soft earth away from harder parts of earth  so the trench has an erratic shape which will be cleaned tomorrow.  

