August 1, 2001

Trench B4

Started digging in 3 places simultaneously.  At the South Baulk in L4004 we took .05m off the surface and hit another set of rocks running North to south across the trench.  We changed locus on the west side of the wall to L4009.  The area east of the wall remained L4004 and is the top soil above the cobbles and the wall.

We changed from L4000 in the North baulk over the rock cobbles to L4008 which is the rock cobble area.  We cleaned the caked earth out of the large pit that we could see yesterday but articulated today.  The pit is about 1m long .20-.30m wide with a cobble surface at the bottom.  It is still not certain whether this area is a wall or collapse wall/surface.  Some of the soil in the pit was very hard and mud bricky.  We also had an animal hole at the bottom of the one of the pit walls.

We continued to clear the earth in L4003 at its Southern end.  Cleared the area around the circular rock area and found nothing to indicate a surface so we leveled it to the same level as the surroundings.

The circle of stones and pottery at the East baulk in L4003 was given its own Locus 4011 because it was a unique feature in the locus.  We found a lot of sandy conglomerate rock with large chunks of fired clay bricks next to them.  There were a lot of pot sherds in this locus as well.  We found only one bone and took a sample of what might be burnt pottery or earth.  We picked up all of the pieces (the area has already been photographed on previous days in L4003) and leveled the area.  

L4009: When we found the new piece of wall in L4004 which we have only uncovered one course of, we continued to dig at about .05 to .07m along its western side from South to North).  There were a few stones, some conglomerate rock and pottery.  I have not seen anything to indicate a surface.  We continued North in to L4007 and decided to change part of L4007 to L4009.  The logic is that we are searching for surfaces on the west side of the rock collapse which seems to extend from the N to S baulk.

L4004:  When changing locus in the Southern half of L4004 to L4009 we kept the other half of L4004 as fill above the wall on the east side of the new rock wall.  We found more rocks in this area extending from the new wall east to west about 3 cobbles wide and with mostly small cobbles.  We changed locus from L4004 to L4010 on the eastern side of the new wall extension.  The rest of the wall has not been uncovered yet so we are keeping the L4004 until the rest of the fill has been cleaned off all of the cobbles.  

L4010 was opened today and is the fill east of the new rock wall at the South baulk.  It could cover the entire east baulk of the trench depending on what this new set of cobbles does.  

