August 10, 2001

Trench B4

In L4012 we peeled back most of the sounding area.  We found some hard mudbrick type soil that may be a wall.  We are probably in the upper collapse layers of the wall but we can see that it continues into the west baulk and it appears to curve towards the NE corner of the trench.  

In L4004 we cleaned and articulated the stones and pottery.  It looks more and more like a surface that was probably plowed through.  The surface is lower in elevation than the cobble area in L4008.  We are leveling the part of the Locus near adjacent to L4009 because we are trying to clean up for a plan shot so we can take some of these stones out.  We also took off three sets of pedestaled cobbles.  We had two basalt pieces on separate pedestals that may be two parts of the same stone.  I called them both small finds (KT 4227 and 4228) and took elevations and points for them.  Under the pedestaled cobbles was more cobbles and pottery at the same level as the rest of the surface/collapse.  

L4008 was also cleaned today.  We took off three sets of pedestaled cobbles one of which contained a small find piece of basalt grind stone (KT 4222).  When we took down the pedestaled rocks we found more cobble continuing underneath that are at the same level as the rest of the cobbles.  We cleaned the areas between the cobbles at the Western edge of the locus, found an opening in the rocks where there is only one cobble  in the center.  The soil there did not indicate a pit it was actually hard and compacted soil. 

The area adjacent to L4008 in L4009 we chopped off the buffer left  between the cobbles and the fill and found a few more cobbles and articulated the others.  

L4003 we dug another .10m down to the edge of the semi circle of stones adjacent to L4010.  We then continued at the border between L4004 and L4003.  We found some flaky mudbrick parts in the NE end of the locus that may indicate a wall further down.  We didn't find anything spectacular in this locus today.  

L4013 is the area inside the oven cutting L4009.  We went slowly a few centimeters at a time trying to find the bottom of the oven.  We kept hitting this ashy soil with burnt pottery bits and root holes.  The clumps of clay and plaster stopped days ago and now its just ashy soil.  It was confusing and it took us a while to finally question what it was we were digging up.  We cut the bottom of the oven in half and went down another few centimeters and saw that the ashy soil continued. We looked in the east baulk of trench B1 adjacent to the oven and found that the identical ashy soil was there in section.  There must be an entire layer of ashy soil under the oven and we passed the bottom a long time ago.  Looking at the section we cut in the oven, we can guess where the bottom of the oven should be and where our bags begin.  Probably the second day of digging the oven we hit it and didn't see it.  We stopped digging inside the oven and started concentrating on the surroundings.

Still as L4009 we dug another .05m down in the sounding against the oven.  We didn't find anything conclusive so we decided to lay a square for a new locus that included the sounding and an arbitrary square around the oven.

L4016 is a 1.5m x 1m square area around the oven.  We cut .10m of the area today, leaving a buffer area around the wall of the oven.  We will trowel towards the wall of the oven so that we don't destroy it further. 

L4015 is the area we cleaned off the east baulk of trench B1.  We chopped off about .10m off the baulk and collected the artifacts in two sets of bags, the first meter of the wall and then everything beneath that meter.  We found oven bits in the baulk as well as the ashy soil we found under the oven.  There were also interesting rocks that we put into the lithics bag.  At the end of the day we sprayed the baulk and took a picture.

