August 12, 2001

Trench B4

Today we took a plan shot with the new Mantis in the Eastern half of the trench.  We wanted the plan shot so we could record the location of the stone architecture for future excavations.  The cobbles in the Northeast part of the trench are important because they may be associated with the cobbles in Trench A5 adjacent to trench B4.  A5 has  a similar pattern of stones and some architectural foundations that would be better explained if this entire area of the tepe was exposed next year.  

I closed and opened a bunch of loci today, basically to give all of my rocks proper names. 

L4008 remains as the locus for the large cobble area that extends from the North baulk about 4m south.

L4018 is the area of smaller cobbles and lots of pottery sherds at the south baulk extending north about 2m.  

L4019 is a cobble wall curving into the east baulk whose stones are organized in the northeastern half of the locus but become more scattered in the south.  

L4020 is the fill east of L4008, north of L4018 and west of L4019.

There is also an oven which is probably not associated with the rock areas.  

L4016 is fill around the oven. 

L4017 is the wall around the oven.

L4013 is the fill inside the oven.

When we finally finished the plan shot we concentrated digging on L4012.  We big picked through the subtopsoil at the south border of the locus about .15m and came to the level of the sounding originally cut in the locus.  We chopped through a concentration of pot sherds and found more lying flat.  It is too early to tell if it is a surface, there is hard soil, possibly mud brick, adjacent to the pedestaled rocks in L4014.  

