July 16, 2001

Datum used in AM SW corner trench C4; 1.39m above datum

Worker : Apo Guneş; Erol

Army visited the site and the soldiers were there for most of the second half of the day – distracted all area C workers with questions, chatter, etc.  Work slowed.

I have now seen the final plan photo of last year (was not connected to database). Contrary to what I thought from the last day plan this trench was excavated to a deeper level in some areas (such as to the top of the orange square mudbrick in the northeast corner area of the trench.)  

Thus the primary purpose of today’s work was to clear away the remaining material left from fill/erosion. Started above the rocks in the southwest quarter of the trench to identify the relationship between the areas north and south of it. . I now think the area to the south of the rocks in the SW qtr is a pit bounded by river conglomerate-like rocks and that these two sides are distinct areas. (The river rocks and pit association is interesting…). Fill material in south and east parts of trench will be removed as L2055. The locus to clear the remaining erosion fill extends east and north between L2056 and L2052. The fill seems to slope upward toward SE corner where some worked stones were found. This could eventually represent a work surface?

In the NW half of trench is a sparsely populated possible surface or at least a definable level space. 

Excavation of the irregular pit-like structure filled with soft ashy dirt began as L2056. About 5-10 cm from its top a plaster layer was encountered.  Katie and Rob both had a go at it and it is continuing to the north from the southern end of the pit. May run under the denser soil to the west of the pit but not clear yet. Sampled dirt as it contains numerous charcoal bits.

