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21 July 2001 Saturday

Lynn Swartz Dodd

Workers:

Ramazan, Erol, Apo

Datum – backsight given me by Jonathan: 97.07

Opened L 2062 to clear remaining soil in NE quarter. I now think that burrowing was responsible for the spread of the white ash and thus the pit cuts L2055 and 2062 (and not the reverse which I was considering because of the undercutting). 

Opened L2063 again to finish the articulation of the NS and EW running wall. Both walls articulated.

L2064 clearing the white ash layers mixed with browner soil in the SE pit. Now the mixed lots stop in this area of the trench and also in the area underneath the mudbrick course which presently bisects the trench.  

Pit is SE corner contains some mud brick wall remains or uncoordinated collapse in its northern section but this also is cut by the pit north of it and is thus not possible to isolate into any coherent structure.  Now we found Glad bags and string at level 92.64 and realize that the final plan and final photo did not actually reflect the final work done.  One of the staff mentions to me that digging proceeded past the photo for a few days.  What a waste of time that we have only reached the last layer from last year in this part of the trench today.  

The brick courses (L2067) are underlain by ashy lenses (perhaps animal burrows or possible burned organic matter). There is apparently no connection between the upper stone wall and the brick wall but a spit of possible surface? left last year by Chuck (a few inches alongside the mud brick wall perhaps could have been what he thought was a surface related to wall (should check his notes on this part).

L2065 contains the denser soil which underlay the white ash pit in the east section L2065 (under gray ash) seems to be similar material to fill taken to its west– L2055 and L2062 and so the pit probably cut down into the level of the top of L2062. In this fill though (distinct form the soil in the area directly west, was a largeish animal bone and a piece of charcoal (sampled) and a 4 cm chunk of plaster (sampled).

.  Many bones were found therein. One big plaster chunk (several centimeters) was found near this, along with the animal bones. 

L 2066 is clearing the wall soil off the higher wall to articulate it.

L 2064 is clearing white ash interspersed with brown soil layers in what seems to be continuing lower layers of the ash pit.  At top of L 2064 or in the fill taken off as L 2055 was that broken grinding stone of basalt.  It was above the nylon bags and string and this I am not KT finding it as it has to have fallen onto dirt placed in the trench after last year’s excavation.  

We cleared to a level in this pit below the nylon to a portion of the pit with flat lying ceramics, pebbles, in south part of the pit.  This seems to be some real layer.

Still no evidence of fire activity anywhere but the east part of the trench.  

