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23 July 2001 Monday

Lynn Swartz Dodd

Workers

Bayram (normally works for Sibel)

Vedat (worked for Can for 3 days and is back again)

Datum – 2 level backsights used.  For early morning levels – backsight was 1.42 above SW corner (93.67) = 95.69 instrument height.  For later levels backsight was 1.25 above SW corner C4 (93.67) = 94.92.

L2069 opened for clearance of remaining mud brick between the north baulk and the stone wall which descends into the pit in the SE corner of the trench.  

L2070 includes the removal of the fill that remains above the large stone wall, and which was under the mudbrick of L2069. This is a thin layer underneath the lowest course of fairly organized mud brick and is not itself mud brick but rather is basically regular soil. 

As this material came off the stones of the wall it quickly revealed – in the space immediately adjacent to the wall in the southern half of this locus – a major concentration of large pieces of pottery – seemingly not a pot smash or coherent vessel and laying in/on the surface or pit.

The fill removed to reveal this material also came off similarly in the northern half of the locus but the concentration there was not as significant.  In the eastern part of the layer removed as L2070 there were many animal burrows.  These were emptied and removed separately and the dirt discarded before further removing the harder material with charcoal occasional bits and some tiny orangey bits in it occasionally. The material totally eaten away near the east baulk could certainly have been a pit area (though I have not yet checked for this further in section – it is the area directly underneath the white ash pit and in one of the animal burrows there was white ash falling into the lower layers.  This confirms my suspicion of a few days ago that the fill of L2055 was undercut by animal burrows into which fell the ashy material found beneath L2055.  Thus L2055 was cut by the pit even though it was undercut by the material of the pit.

