Journal Page

1 August 2001 Monday

Lynn Swartz Dodd

Workers

Ramazan

The trench has been closed since 07/29/01.  The reason for no activity was to allow Lynn Dodd to supervise the excavation in B4, C3, C1 and C4.  Today the feature made visible by L2079 was being brushed for photos and description.  This area is where several possible metal slag type bits were found. It seems to be an area of rocks in the south which are in or atop an ashy fill layer. This ashy fill layer runs from a possible mudbrick or tauf packed wall which curves from the baulk southeastward to feature L 2072/2048. This mudbrick ? feature then seems to run under wall 2072/2048.  I took a soil sample from one of the rocks in the southern areas and once the dirt was in the sun (and not under the blue tarp) I could see that a small portion of the soil was covered with a very thin bluey black layer., This was totally invisible previously. I wonder whether this isn’t the same blue tinge noted last year.  The blue shade was then immediately changed out for a white one which will be erected on 2 August 2001. 

If this feature goes under 2072 then it is obviously earlier than the wall.  It is however possible that the small stones were either placed there to cover up a soft ash area or fell from the later wall and were deposited above the or ashy material.   Of great importance is the determination of the relationship of the pit area with flattened “river rock” and the walls which surround it and this L2079 pit area.

Short term goals for C2

1 – fully describe the loci opened in haste on the last couple days of excavation

2 – spray and interpret the baulk and check against Chuck’s loci. Take current levels of baulk features for use in C3 excavation.

3 – photo and draw on day plan the additional features and surface

4 -  explore the SW corner pit

5 - remove stones above L2079.

6 – identify pit feature in SE corner and its present extent.

7- further work on rock circle area and clean upper debris away to better understand. Photo at all stages.

8 – Check old day plans to determine whether the area not densely populated with artifacts was ever sounded by last year’s excavation.

