August 4, 2001


Started the day by continuing to excavate the sealed pit L2082 and the other pit, L2084.  The course of action for taking down L2084 remains the same as yesterday- slowly peeling away one layer at a time and taking photos of each.  After several peelings two carbon samples and a layer of large potsherds were encountered.  This layer of potsherds is similar to the surface encountered in L2085.  Below the potsherd layer a pithos sherd was found.  It was left in situ.  To the best of my knowledge no slag was found, however, the worker who dug this pit is young and regretfully I didn't keep a close enough eye on him as I should have.  Several potsherds were later found in the araba.


In L2082 the purpose is to see how far the pit goes, what cultural material could be recovered, and most importantly, to see the relationship between the pit and the surrounding walls and surfaces.  A surface of small stones became apparent in the eastern portion of the pit.  The rest of the pit was trowelled and cleaned, but showed no further extension of the surface.  In the northern section of the pit a surface of small stones and sherds is visible.  In order to determine the extent of this surface a new locus L2086 (a gray area of pit fill bounded on the south by L2082, to the north by a mudbrick wall L2080, and to the east by L2048, the lower wall.  Not long after the locus was begun we stopped work for the day, so it will be looked at first thing tomorrow morning.

