July 18, 2001


The day was spent trying to understand the relations between the various features in the N part of the trench, as the southern is relatively clear--Floor (L5027) covering most of the area bordered by walls on the W and N (L5008 and L5031), and two pits (L5029 and L5024) which I think area sealed by the floor.  Thankfully, things did become more clear today.


The area in the center, formerly under the stone feature (L5025) has come down on a surface with flat-lying sherds and scattered pebbles and bones.  This area (not yet designated, the fill immediately above was L5034) abuts the single course mudbrick wall L5018 on the S and seems to W all the way to the baulk, though abutting a solid mudbrick portion of L5019 in the far NW, that I surmise is a wall.  I think there may be a corner as the orientation is similar to that in the southern portion of the trench, but if there is it is lost in the baulk.  As we took the whole locus off as a layer to the S, we came upon a burnt area, with abutting (?) mudbrick on the E, which possibly connects to L5018 and/or L5031.  Either way, it seems associated with the surface, which, in conjunction with L5018 may form a corner to the area.  Unfortunately for C-14 sampling, there is a termite nest right in the middle of the ashy area, so any samples from there have a high probability of being contaminated.


The raised area of L5028 (which is immediately S of L5018) became a bit more clear.  It was covered with mudbrick collapse, which we removed today, and it came off with a flat bottom surface on a layer of good mudbricks (okay, so maybe it was originally good mudbrick not collapse, but hey, it was in terrible shape and now we have a good surface, okay?).  I'm still trying to figure out their orientation, though, at the moment it appears they may have actually form a curve that goes from S to NE, possibly abutting the surface area.  A question still remains whether the surface level is contemporary with in the S end of the trench and the surface which over L5033 (just north of the old baulk and in the far east).  If the wall is indeed curved and associated with the surface, it may not be contemporary with the oven, or if they are they are in separate rooms.


Finally, wall L5008 was finally finished being cleaned today and is a nice, clear wall abutting surface L5027.  Hopefully once we the N side a bit more cleared up, we can spider-photo plan the whole thing.

