August 16, 2001

Started out the day by restarting our excavation of the previous day which was going on with both the pit in the south baulk, as well as the oven in the middle of the trench.  Andy and I noticed that the brick layer in the oven, as well as the ash which was a defining characteristic of the locus, had all disappeared.  Thus, everything we excavated today would be part of a new locus.  We gave this locus number L1054.  This area gave some pottery, a shell, a small piece of obsidian, some bone in the time it took us to dig it today.  We ended up going down 15-20 cm, mostly to see if the brick layers would continue or if it would only be one course, in which case the oven would be finished already.  We didn't see any other bricks developing, which quite frankly really is a disappointment, as I was really hoping for a huge oven, but I ended up with a very shallow oven.  Shucks.


We then troweled down on the area outside of the oven which is L1052 down 5 to 10 cm to see what develops.  In the end the area concluded with the virtual disappearance of the black ashy layer of DOOM.   We can only think now that the black ashy layer may be a destruction layer.


We dug out the pit L1046.  We found some pottery and one big bone, but other than that not much.  After 14 to 15 cm today, we ran into a large number of rocks, medium sized 6 to 10 cm.  Since I have never actually seen a collection of rocks in my trench, this seemed cool, as it may be a surface, but we will not know this year.  W will keep this as the bottom of the pit for now, since we will not be excavating this area anymore this year.

