July 18, 2001


This morning I started by having one guy dig down in the area that looks like virgin soil.  He dug 20cm in L 4036.  It is virgin soil.  Bradley, Andy and I all agree.  It doesn't seem to be redeposited either.  I also had one guy take down L 4037 which also seems to be like the virgin soil.  He went down another 5 cm.  No artifacts came out of the soil, but we are starting to get a hood section on L 4041.  Unfortunately it is looking less wall like.


I took some pictures of the jaw bone in L 4023.  Then I took it out as KT 4241.  The wall that it was in and the surrounding areas do look like they need to be scraped back more.  You can still see some ash on them.  So it seems we may have just reached the bottom of the oven now.  It may be sitting right on virgin soil which would account for the white flecks and plaster looking stuff at the bottom.  There is also at least one large flat lying sherd.  We will push down the second half of the oven tomorrow to follow the surface.


Took down the mini baulk around pit L 4034.  It's deep enough we don't need to worry about contamination from it at these higher elevations.  We also scraped and straightened the walls.  As we did a beautiful potsherd came out of the side of the pit KT 4248.  It looks like a white wash scraped away in a linear patter to reveal the red pottery underneath in alternating lines.  There is also a wavy line running perpendicular to these.


Started taking down L 4039.  As we pushed through is we found a nice whole potsmash in the baulk.  It's KT 4246.  It is 1.54-1.72 meters from the east baulk.  We got several pictures of it in situ.  We're pushing down around it now to see if there is a surface associated with it that the pot was sitting on.  As of quitting time we hadn't identified a surface, but I removed the pot (I didn't have to tunnel into the baulk too much.) so it wouldn't be damaged or stolen tonight.

