July 18, 2001

Area F

Trench 7

Katie Smith

Today we opened trench 7 in area F.  We opened a 10x10 directly west of what was F-2 last year.  The reasoning behind this trench is linked to the excavation of a cobbled surface found 50 cm. below the modern surface. in F-2  The cobbled surface in F-2 appeared to extend West and so we will be looking for this surface during the initial stages of our excavation.  We opened F-7 with 2 loci-7000 and 7001.  The reasoning  behind this is the presence of a plow zone that covers over half of the trench.  This area has undulating elevations that differ inasmuch as 15 cm from the top of a row to the adjacent rift.  It is clear that this area has been more recently disturbed than L7001 which is relatively flat and only has a difference of 1 cm. in elevation between the northwest and southwest corner.  We are in the midst of removing topsoil and evening out the trench in L7000.  The soil from this locus was Munselled at 10YR 5/3 and is silt loam that is dry and loose.  We removed up to 12 cm of dirt from the majority of L7000.  Tomorrow we will continue removing topsoil from L7000 and straightening the baulks.

