July 22, 2001



0600 hours / Temperature at opening is 29 degrees Celsius

After setting up the total station Andy and I proceeded to lay out the trench corners from the known F1 datum height (67.18 meters).  This trench is a 10 meters by 10 meters but we also laid a 5 meter intersect marker from the West corners and North to South. This is due to the fact that the Southeast corner area (actually the whole quadrant) of the trench lies as part of the hill (cliff) descending towards the Tigris River. Part of the trench (10 x 10 m) will encompass part of the cliff whenever it is completely converted to a full 10 x 10 meters.

I got the workers clearing noxious weeds and bushes from the furrowed criss-crossed trench from plowing. These furrows cut the trench from the Northeast to Southwest and appear to have been left unused for several years (5-10 years).

With the trench properly defined and staked (with exception of the Southwest area where the baulk was cut by half and a few centimeters down) workers begin by cutting through top soil and collecting various pieces of pottery to sample for possible mixing due to the plowing. Some of the first pieces found have rims and there is at least one piece from a handle (useful in dating).

We take the trench down about .15 meters all around. All we have is some stumps. We work on leveling and cleaning before closing. 

1245 hours / Temperature at closing is 40 degrees Celsius.

by: Marco A. Baldi

