July 23, 2001



0600 hours / 29° Celsius

Begin today by going down .10 meters, it appears that we are still in the plow zone, dirt color is the same 10 YR 5/3 Brown and the soil composition alike (medium to coarse loam-silt). We are still coming across very few rocks and pottery, this is likely due to good plowing and rock removal from planted fields, also being so close to the cliff it would have been easy to toss rocks and such over. The trench area thus appears to have been part of a well worked field until recently.

At depth 66.18 meters the soil color begins to change. I open a new locus (8001) and will work on leveling most of the trench at this new depth. Color is now at 7.5 YR 3/4 dark brown on the Munsell chart. Composition is still medium to coarse and the type is loam.

A bit more pottery sherds are found in relation to yesterday in L8000. 

As we cut down North to South we locate an small oven pit with partial remains of the oven walls. There may be additional pieces of the oven in the pottery bags from today (KT #s 8003 and 8006). This oven becomes Locus 8002.  The location of the oven is 3.62 meters from the Northwest corner of the trench and it is situated within the West baulk of the trench.  The oven is at a depth of .315 from the beginning surface elevation. Its dimensions are .55 meters long (N-S) and .35 meters wide from the baulk into the trench (W-E). The 3.62 meters from the Northwest corner refer to a measurement at the center of the oven. All four related measurements are to the center of L8002.

The plan for tomorrow include continuing to lower the South side of the trench (L8000), articulate the oven for photos, clean and collect ash samples from within the oven.

by: Marco A. Baldi

