July 24, 2001                    PIONEER DAY !



0620 hours / 89° Fahrenheit

Continuing to remove remaining L8000 before excavating L8001. This is difficult due to the layout of the trench over the cliff, which make the Southwest quadrant of the 5 x 10 meters trench much lower than the rest. Because of this I will leave that quadrant mostly alone for now until I have a better idea of the stratigraphy.

We have not located any substantial features with the exception of the small oven L8002. How and why were this ovens used? By  comparison with the farm workers on the pepper plantation below area F and nearer to the Tigris River on a valley below Kenan Tepe, they utilize small rest stops that contain huts for shade and protection and very possibly ovens like that in L8002. When the lower town area of Kenan Tepe was farmed this would have been a highly strategic point from which to view the river and the plantings and do the cooking and resting.

After breakfast we began work on L8001. Most of L8000 did not give clues to ancient peoples, yet some valuable information is learned, such as: possible uses for the ovens found in the area as well as depositional history of the lower town and farming practices.  After L8002 was located I expect to continue down about .10 meters at a time until the possible floor in which the oven sits is located. But, if the oven was simply put there by digging a hole through layers at a later time a floor will obviously not be located.

After we put a cover over F8 the temperature reached 107°. Left early to go to Diyarbakir to get my arkeolog card.  
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