July 29, 2001


0530 hours 84° F / 29° C 

This morning work is slowed by lack of a transit for heights. In the trench today I have a new worker and two young workers. Aziz is on cement duty today. We began today by emptying and sifting the soil contained within the oven L8002, the plan is to remove all of the remaining soil collecting one bag for flotation (KT# 8040). Soil for flotation is removed after .05 to .10 meters of surface soil has been removed to prevent contamination. The rest of the contents of the oven are sifted and collected as procedure. 

At the same time 2 workers continue removing L8003 on North side of the trench where a quantity of pebbles, small stones and pottery pieces begin to emerge.

We also take time after breakfast to articulate and clean-up the circular rock formation L8006 sifting the soil collected from within the area of rocks. As work continues a cobble size rock surface or bottom to the formation appears. As this feature is completely cleaned it appears in my opinion that it was used as suggested earlier, a formation of rocks used to stabilize some sort of container. This is supported by the fact that almost no bone and no ash/carbon was found in association. I am unsure at this point if the formation rested on a floor surface or if it was dug a little into the soil. This is something to be looking for in the next few days. Several pictures of the formation were taken for comparison with photos from yesterday and because it will be removed. We also continue taken the soil towards the East baulk of the trench in the same quadrant as preparation to articulate the other rock formation found earlier L8005.

Meanwhile in L8003 many stones, pottery fragments and bone are found and left in situ to try to expose a surface level as we go.   

by: Marco A. Baldi 

