July 14, 2001

In G1 today we hit a layer of stones while cleaning up some loose dirt left from the previous day's excavation.  We changed locus to L1004 -- the stone strat -- and cut the baulks.  We excavated 10cm into L1004, and noted in the baulk that the stone layer began a few cm higher in L1003.  The stones cover the entire trench and consist of cobblestones .5-.10m and pebbles in a loose sandy matrix.  This layer does not appear to contain any artifacts/cultural material.  This layer is either a natural layer or a sterile fill, in both cases likely originating from the nearby Tigris River bed.  The KT bags from l004 did contain artifacts but these are from the very top of the locus which was an interface with the cultural material in l003 and some baulk material from higher up may have been mixed in.  

