Week 3 trench summary

June 19, 2001

This week we excavated G1, G2, and G4.  Starting with G1 we dug from 74.83 meters 'till 73.96 meters.  All the loci this week were a sandy/rocky matrix.  Originally, Bradley though that it may be a floor; but after digging almost a meter more we realize that it is probably some sort of natural deposit.  All loci were sterile this week.  

This interesting geological phenomenon was also found in G2, but 80 cm. below where it was found in G1.  We found some pottery and some bone from 75.19 meter 'till 73.97 meters.  We finally hit the sterile layer after breakfast today.  We dug through the rocky, sandy, sterile strat. until 73.64 meters---no artifacts were found.  

We excavated G4 yesterday and today.  We didn't find anything too interesting, but we did consistently come across pottery in each locus.  It is assumed now that we will eventually come down on the same rocky, sandy matrix as discovered in G1 and G2.

If nothing else, G1 and G2 have raised important Geological questions for us.  Why is there such a large sandy, rocky matrix?  Is this a product of some massive ancient flood?  Bradley and Andy are both shying away from the idea of excavating here after finding this large sterile layer---but they both want to wait and see what G3 and G4 reveal.  

