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This year the step trench (formerly Trench A-2) is subdivided into 3 sections with a sounding at the base of the tepe; the top section from the 5m peg to the 15m peg, retains the name A-2, while the section from 15m to 25m is renamed A8 (Ilya) and the section from 25m to 32 m is renamed A9 (Michaelle). 

We spent our first day and the beginning of today cleaning and cutting baulks and sections.  After breakfast we took several opening elevations, after having assigned new locus numbers to last year’s loci.  We named a small dark ashy area as new locus L2119. this small ash pit/lens  is located in the western half of the trench at the 6m peg. We excavated this with a trowel, and collected all of the soil (c. 1L) for flotation; there were no pottery/lithics/bone to be collected here.  After taking closing elevations for L2119, we used a big pick to quickly dig down L2113 (last year’s L2100) to the same level as L2114 (Last year’s 2101). This small remnant of last year’s excavations was hard and crumbly, possibly from the winter’s weathering, and also possibly because it is composed of mudbrick material that may be either collapse, or a wall itself. We could not see brick lines when we swept up. This is congruous with last year’s efforts to determine the identity of this block of mudbricky material—no brick lines could be found then either.  Tomorrow we will continue working from the south end of our trench.

