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July 14, 2002

We started the day by digging the ash ‘hump’ L2118 with a trowel.  The soil of 2118 is very ashy and appears to run fairly deep (ADD MEASUREMENT). We saved 3 samples of 2L each, but I’m sure we are not following Cathryn’s instructions correctly.  It appears that mudbrick collapse covers this ash area; I believe the ash area was an ash pit that last year was dug ‘inside out’.  I think 2118 is a pit due to its depth and discrete character compared the surrounding soil, as evidenced in the cut at the north edge of this locus. 

We dug the eastern 1m x 2m area of L2114 with a big pick; we brought this area down to the level of L2115 to the north.  We left 2114 in place and dug 2115 to the northern edge; this locus had lots of finds in it: blobs of white soft, chalk-like stone, shell, obsidian, lithics, bone and pottery sherds indicating that this is occupational debris in a collapse area. We also found brown clay in small bits (Munsell 5YR 4/2 dark reddish gray). After digging down 10cm in 2114 and the part of 2115 directly adjacent to 2114 to the north, we poked at soil and found a distinctly harder area in 2115 that appeared to be consistently packed, as though a mudbrick wall (given new Locus 2125), with collapse to its north (new Locus 2124) indicated by softer soil and what appears to be a seam.  We could not, however, see brick lines in this mudbrick wall (Locus 2125). We began to remove 2113, which appears to be continuous with 2115 to its east. There were burned seeds and charcoal bits and a perfect spearhead (KT7 L2113). We took a 2L sample for flotation in case there are more seeds here. This patch of 2113 was mixed collapse with some soft patches like animal burrows between harder patches of mudbrick debris. We renamed the area of mudbrick collapse south of 2125 that is distributed between 2113 and 2115 as new locus 2126 because this band of soil appears to be the same and no longer needs to be split between two loci. Thus L2115 and 2113 are now entirely closed, having been replaced by 2126-2125-2124.

We did not get nearly enough dirt moved today; the trench is getting off to a frustratingly slow start. After lab day tomorrow (7/15/02) I will push to get more dirt moving in A2.

