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We started the day by taking photos and closing elevations from yesterday. We then began cutting back (with small pick) L2116 from the north edge down to the level of the ash layer visible in that section. This ash layer is new L2128. The soil of L2116 contained lots and lots of occupational debris—all the pot sherds were cooking ware and there were lots of bones and some lithic tools, two of which are small finds (a possible pair of spearheads [??] and a quartz sharpening stone that doubles as a fire stone). After exposing the top of L2128 we photographed to document the transition.

We also cut down the west portion of L2114 which had a mixture of hard mudbrick material and some areas of softer collapse. We sprayed, once all of L2114 was at the same elevation, and outlined several bricks in the current base of 2114. We identified a band of alternating green soft bricks and red hard bricks; these were oriented east-west and situated flush against the south edge of wall-2126. It is important to note here that these alternating green and red bricks were not present before we cut down to the elevation corresponding with 597.87 and 597.90 on the dayplan for July 18; this may speak to the relationship between 2114 and 2126.  There was also a very large (65x36cm) red brick in the eastern portion of L2114 (see dayplan for sketch of all these bricks).  We then cut down the eastern 1m width of  L2114 to try to get a sense of the debris that makes up that locus—ie, by getting a section on the west portion—after taking photos “wet” and drawing in all the visible bricks on the dayplan.  

We also cut back the remaining portion of L2125 and found a jar stopper leaning up against the mortar that divides 2125 from 2126. We cut with trowels to expose the north edge of wall 2126, which shows clear brick lines in plan as well as in section. Again we have alternating brick colors in green and red here in L2126, as we have in the northern edge of 2114 as mentioned above. Our goal is to define L2126 by coming down on it from both north and south, so digging the eastern portion of 2114 made the best sense to me even though this route meant cutting through part of the alternating green and red bricks mentioned in the paragraph above; the bricks are documented on the dayplan, so we’re ‘safe’.

The plan for Saturday July 20 will be to take off L2128, which should be burnt occupational debris and additionally, continue to push down 2114 until we have sufficiently exposed wall 2126’s southern foundations. 

