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We started the day by bringing L2124 and 2116 down to the same level (there were some chunky parts left over from the other day). We then scraped back L2128 and 2124 with a trowel edge to try to trace the ash we saw in the north section back to the wall 2125/2126. What we realized is that the obvious ash at the north edge ends about 75cm from the section cut along the west baulk and decreases in area towards the east baulk.  Genghis helped me decipher these loci.  He scraped with a trowel to the top of the hypothetical mudbrick surface visible in the north section (indicated by some stones and sherds lying just at the top of a color shift from ash to grey-brown soil).  We traced this ash and softer soil slightly into L2124 at the west baulk, but the softer ashy soil did not extend as far southwards from the north cut at the east baulk.  The softer soil of 2128 abuts more mudbrick-like soil to the southern edge; I will retain the name L2124 for this area of soil until I determine if there is a soil change from 224 to what lies below.  

Before we began to use the big pick to take down L2114-east half, we looked at the top of 2114 by scraping with the long side of a trowel—I saw a green brick set at a 45-degree angle to the wall 2126; the green color of this brick showed in the section of the south side of wall-2126, making me think that either 2126 is a reconstructed phase of an earlier wall (still not sure) or some kind of foundation treatment (possible, considering what Ilya was finding in A8 with mudbricks on top of reed mats). There were other brick fragments visible in plan beside 2126 at this elevation (597.71) but none had clean straight lines for edges—they were choppy and uneven, although the transition to another color is distinct throughout this little area flush against 2126-south edge (red and green bricky material). I decided to take down the eastern half of 2114 in spite of these random bricks, because I was not entirely sure about the relationship of the skewed green brick and the red/green fragments with the brick lines in wall-2126 (recall that wall 2126 is clearly oriented East-West). 

We began to hack into 2124-east with a big pick when I noticed that one or two chunks of mudbrick coming up had white fiber on them. We stopped and switched to small picks and discovered that we had come upon a reed surface—reed mat with long, narrow fibers oriented east-west, side by side with no cross-weave; I named this as new locus 2130.  We used trowel points to flick off the mudbrick material that had settled on top of the reed mat. We swapped Attila for Ismael (Ilya’s reed mat genius from A8). After tracing the surface back to the south and west, we saw that it stopped or rather fizzled out with the final dimensions 1.4 x 0.5m. We photographed the 3 spots where the reed fibers come closest to the wall-2126. I am not sure if the mat goes underneath 2126 or if it abuts that wall. We will have to remove wall 2126 to answer this question.

After taking photos of the reed mat and the mudbrick debris area extending to the south and east of it corresponding to 2114, I had the workers cut down the eastern half of 2114 for 15 cm and then another 5-10cm.  I immediately renamed this area as new L2131 because the soil was a different color from 2114; Genghis reported that the soil was very soft and moist, and not a single sherd or bone came out of the 1m x 1.5m area. Thus I believe we are in a different context from the soil corresponding to the fill of 2114 above the elevation of the reed mat. The workday ended before I could give this cleaned up area more than a brief look-over. So tomorrow, I will scrape around and see what lies at the current base of 2131. We will also continue to trace the soil of 2124 back to the wall 2125/2126.

