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Today we began by peeling back the small triangle of L2128 left over from Genghis’s search for the ash surface yesterday.  I decided that in spite of his doubts, that L2128 is in fact an ash surface; in order to trace this surface back to the wall 2125/2126, I peeled back L2124 with a small pick and trowel, taking the locus down about 7cm.  The soil of 2124 was mixed collapse debris with patches of softer and harder soil; the harder soil was mostly in the south-west part of L2124.  After 2124 was removed, we sprayed the area and immediately saw a distinct color change in the soil at a straight-line seam, which indicates that we cut into L2125 about 12cm in the east and about 3cm in the west.  We photographed this line of color change. With 2124 gone, the area extending from the north edge of 2125 to the 9m section cut seemed to be of the same color, texture and composition. I therefore changed to new locus 2133 in the area below 2124 + 2128.  L2133 is dark brown with a few small patches of ash, no bigger than a teacup.  The soil of 2133 runs directly up to wall 2125, very clearly abutting.  While we were removing L2124, there were several bone and pot sherds, and I packaged the flat-lying body sherd in a separate KT bag (KT13). We photographed the joint between 2125 + 2133 and the section on 2125.  L2125 is composed of alternating crumbly greenish bricks and harder reddish bricks and is positioned flush against L2126, oriented in a squarely East-West manner. Where 2125 meets the west baulk, an ash line that probably corresponded with 2128 rises from a lower elevation in the west baulk toward the 9m cut and then when this ash line wraps from the baulk into the wall, it stops abruptly about 7cm in at what appears to be a brick line. This abrupt stop is still confusing, as the wall appears to continue into the baulk, but this ash line appears to be independent of the top (preserved) course of 2125 and the courses below the ash line. Weird. We photographed. 

When we sprayed L2133, I also sprayed the section cut at the 9m peg, and photographed the ash lines there. The top bit of ash of 2133 appears to be only an ash lens, and I scraped this with a trowel and saved 2L of the soil (basically the entire ash lens) for flotation. I did not switch locus, because the ash was clearly not a pit and because we had seen so many ash lenses in the upper elevations on this step, I decided to make note of the lens and continue with the locus as 2133.  I had Davut cut down Locus 2133 with a small pick and sift every third buck of soil. I also personally watched for finds in this surface locus, using a small pick to break up larger chunks of soil which produced some interesting lithics (a large, red worked stone and a white quartz fire-starting stone). There were some bones, and a good number of diagnostic sherds.  I had Davut preserve the wedge of 2125 that is at the same elevation as the top of 2133, so we can trace the depth of wall 2125. 

I had Attila use a big pick to whack 20cm of L2131 in the east half of 2131 (having renamed the remaining portion of 2114 as 2131 because the soil appears to be of similar nature to 2131-western half, by looking at the section we created by digging 2131-west yesterday). After the east half of 2131 was the same elevation as 2131-west, we swept and trowelled looking for soil differences, brick lines, and texture changes. I outlined several bricks and brick fragments that I saw in plan.  These were variously crumbly green bricks and harder red bricks, with some brown bricks that contained lots and lots of dense brown clay (as in raw material clay).  There was also a large expanse of undifferentiated mudbricky material in the center that had no brick lines, but was of a different color and texture from the surrounding brick fragments. Looking at the south section and the east and west baulk, it appears that we are cutting through layers of a large brick wall, as clearly defined, multi-colored brick bands are preserved in section. In plan, however, there are at best randomly positioned bricks that make me think of a brick pavement rather than a wall. I like Andy’s idea of a thick wall that does not necessarily have nicely organized brick rows, by way of making a ‘defensive wall’ less susceptible of collapsing.  For lack of a better way of defining this area of mudbrick material, I had Attila use a big pick to chop down the west portion of 2131 about 25cm, so that the section on the east half of 2131 is legible. At the base of the west part of 2131, after Attila had finished this task, I saw a color shift from brown brick to red brick, which may simply be another course of mudbricks in this deep area of wall/collapse or whatever it is. We swept up but the day ended before I could get an up close and personal look at this area. One important thing to note, however, is that L2131 on both east and west sides has produced very little occupational debris (sherds, lithics, bone). 

By the way, yesterday when I had the workers cut down 2131-west half, I asked them to preserve the bricks visible just south of 2129, because I did not want to destroy the last bit of this band of mudbricks, if in fact it is a wall, and not just a band of preserved MB pavement.  I decided today to give this short band of preserved bricks its own locus: 2132. I will look carefully tomorrow to determine if there are brick courses in 2132, meaning that we have a wall flush against 2126/2129 or if we have parts of a pavement on top of fill, or what!? 

I am having some frustrations with elevations the past couple of days, but today, I rechecked several places and compared the results to depths I was able to measure with a tape measure against the baulk and 5m section cut and I think that as of today I now have accurate elevations. We have come down about 75cm at the south 5m cut, which is embarrassingly little, considering how much more soil we have to move in the 3 weeks left in A-2 for this season. 

