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We started by tagging the baulk with closing elevations from 7/25/02 because there are problems with the correspondence between the total station points and the regular transit-level points—they are off by at least 12-15cm in some places. 

We scraped the west baulk flat as well as the base of 2136/top of 2137  in the area north of the MB wall system. We will not dig here yet in order to protect the pebble surface that lies below. I had Attila remove L2135-east by taking a big pick and digging down 10cm—I had him preserve the area of red soil beside the east baulk and 2125, naming this area as new L2138.

I had Davut take a small pick and bring 2131-west down another 10cm. He hit large cobblestones almost immediately. These stones will become the footing of our wall system 2131+2132+2126+2129+2125. We named these cobbles as new L2139, and indeed these cobbles are the foundations of the wall system. We articulated the stones, among which are two grindstones (I lifted one as KT1) and then scraped southwards looking for the continuation of these cobbles.  There were none, so I changed the southern-most part of 2131 to new L2140, since it abuts the stone foundations and therefore has a different relationship to the wall compared to 2131. I had Davut dig down 10cm in 2140 and then another 10cm, looking for the base of cobble foundation 2139.  The white plaster line running through 2131 and 2140 continues downward, but migrates south toward the baulk as we dig deeper.

After Attila had skimmed off 10cm of 2135, I took photos and had him pick 2138 with a small pick, looking carefully for more oven parts. I saved three of the oven chunks that came out; they looked burned on the inside and eastern edge. This might be part of a MB andiron in a cooking fire, as the chunks look more like mud brick rather than fired pottery that one might expect from a bread oven. After L2138 was level with the base of 2135/top of 2136, I photoed and had Attila bring down 2136 with a big pick—first 10cm and then more.  I had him preserve the red bricks of 2138 (we had sprayed and saw 3 distinct bricks in 2138 flush with 2125-wall and the east baulk; we photoed these bricks).  I had Attila bring down the west half of 2136-remaining portion pedestaled, so we could get a section on the red stuff/oven bit of 2138.  In section it shows a distinct change from red soil to milk chocolate brown soil. More of the burned MB/andiron shows up in lower elevations of 2136, so I will consider all the red to be 2138.  We are moving painfully slowly after breakfast, partly b/c my older worker Davut drags his feet and complains.

I had Davut dig 2140 down 10cm at a time looking for the base of 2139, sweeping and letting me look at the progress after each 10cm is removed. The white plaster line running across 2140 continues as elevation decreases. More bricks show up in the south baulk. So far we only have one course of stones in 2139.

