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We started by digging 2140 down another r10cm. Davut soon hit a reed mat impression at elevation 596.76—this is 1.10m below and west of L2130-reed mat that we had found adjacent to the east baulk and running underneath 2126 (as I expect we will find proof of once we begin to take down the wall). I stepped into 2140 to straighten the section on the stone foundation 2139 and uncovered a second course of stones underlying the top course. And more importantly, I found that the white reed mat impression Davut had found actually runs in between the 1st and 2nd courses of cobblestones.  I photoed and took an elevation on the mat (596.76). I then had Davut dig down another 10cm and he came up with comparatively many small 5x10cm FLAT river stones. I had him leave any further stones in place and when he swept up, there were only 3 or 4 left in situ. These stones may have been floating, but more likely they are part of a feature; I expect to see this in section. I had Davut dig yet another 10cm and he came up with yet another white reed mat impression. I took elevations on the mat (596.60west and 596.59east) and stopped there for the day in 2140.

Attila’s task for today is to remove the rest of 2136-east and 2138 as well as 2137 and eventually come down onto the cobbles corresponding with 2117.  I had him shave down the section on the step, so we could read the shift from red of 2138 to the darker brown soil of 2137 below.  The red of 2138 seems to extend downward about 20cm from the current top elevation of 2138 and then there is a sharp change to chocolate brown (strong brown) corresponding to 2137, but there are no brick lines evident in 2137-section or plan. This transition from 2136 to 2137 as well as 2138 to 2137 is visible in both east and west baulks (and marked with tags). There are 3 bricks visible in 2138 to the east of the oven/andiron fragment. These 3 bricks are photoed and drawn into today’s dayplan.  I had the guys take a small pick and knock out the pedestaled portion of 2138, down to the level of 2137, which means taking out the top 3 cm of 2137 to match where we stopped digging 2136 flush against 2138 (see photos of section on 2138 and 2137). After removing 2138, we saw in the east baulk a sharp transition from gray bricks of 2125 (we had shaved about 2-3 cm into 2125 apparently) to the red brick material of 2138.  Also the baulk shows another sharp transition where the red of 2138 abruptly stops in a straight vertical line where it meets the brownish-gray fill that lies to the north edge of 2138.  Thus 2138 seems to be a distinctly contained area, bordered on the south by 2125, on the west by 2136, and on the north by unknown fill removed last year (probably subtopsoil, judging by the baulk features).  My best guess is that 2138 was a brick andiron cooking area that was leaning up against the wall 2125; but I would expect to find corresponding ash pit to go with the cooking feature—and such an ash pit as yet does not exist; and furthermore there is burn evidence within the oven/andiron parts itself, but not in the three bricks that lie below and to the east of these oven/andiron parts. So I am just not sure what this reddish soil area was in ancient times. 

We left L2137-east in place but will chop it down quickly after lab day to get to the thin remaining portion of 2137 that protects the cobbles of 2117 from east to west baulks.

