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July 30, 2002

Happy Birthday Bradley and Debbie!

We started the day by using small picks to peel off the top otwo courses of mud brick in L2131-east half between the south baulk and the south edge of wall 2126.  We have a 3rd worker (Aziz Mittenman) today so we are moving dirt faster than usual. The soil of 2131-east was uniformly mud brick, as I suspected. I had Davut stop after peeling off 2 courses of mud brick because the white slanting line, the one that migrates down and southwards in the west baulk and in the section of 2131, begins just below this 2nd course. The plan is to then cut back the mud brick material south of the white line, just enough to determine if it is a reed mat leaning up vertically (or rather diagonally) against the bricks to its north. 
We stopped digging in 2131 where the top of the white line ends. I had Davut dig down another 10cm on the south side of this white plaster line. I then picked off the remaining bits of mud brick with my trowel to expose the white plaster. Indeed, the white line is NOT a reed mat leaning up on the wall, but rather it is greasy plaster with no evidence of reed matter. 

Attila, meanwhile, used a small pick to hack down the pedestaled portion of 2137-east. In doing so, a chunk of dessicated mud brick fell off of 2125, exposing a large white stone. This serendipitous accident confirms that 2139 (cobble foundation) runs underneath the entire wall east to west. We will soon have to peel off parts of the wall system 2125+2126+2129+2132 because by using the wall as a seat and a bucket platform and a stepladder, some of the outer rows are cracking off dangerously.

At the base of 2137 we switched KT bags in order to carefully articulate the pebbles that lay below (corresponding to 2117). I also might switch these KT bags to read L2117 instead of 2137, depending on how this thin layer of soil on to p of those pebbles turns out (NOTE: in the end, I left these KT bags under the heading 2137, but made a note that they really belong with the 2117 material). 
We collected metal ore stones (demir tas) from 2131 and 2137 today as well as several large carbon samples from both loci. 

