Area A Trench 2
Daily Journal 

August 4, 2002 (2-day vacation Aug 2-3 in Urfa)

We started the day by sweeping up the night/vacation debris. I put Attila into L2140 to finish uncovering the reed mat that was coming up in the eastern base at the same level as 2141-reed mat that we found in the west. He used a trowel to pick off the large chunks of mud brick to expose bright white reed impression/decay, that runs parallel to the orientation of the wall. I also had Mittens sweep off the entirety of 2117 pebble pavement in preparation for digging north of that locus. And I had Kerem use a small pick to chop westward in L2142 to expose the small cobbles running along the north edge of L2139-cobble wall foundation. I asked Kerem to screen every 3rd bucket as he removed 2142. The cobbles that lie below 2142 will end up as new locus 2143. 
It is important to note that the pebble pavement 2117 DOES NOT run up to meet 2139; 2139 and 2117 DO NOT ABUT. It is not clear why the two loci are separated, but it is possible that they were dug out of the way when the huge cobble foundation 2139 was cut into the tepe in antiquity. Another observation: the north edge of 2117 may slope downwards into 2120, which we will hopefully figure out today. (in fact, upon reviewing this daily journal a week later, I decided that the pebbles of 2117 in fact do not slope down into 2120, but instead peter out at the north edge, and 2120 lies about 3cm below the lower edge of the pebbles in 2117). Last year we chopped through a pebble layer that is preserved in the west baulk and to a certain extend also in the east baulk, but less readably—these pebbles that we missed last year are several centimeters above 2117. That pebble layre we missed last year is the dividing line between the gray of the mud brick soil  of 2136 on top of  the red mud brick soil of 2137. In section the west baulk appears to have splotches of red in the gray matrix of 2136—but these red splotches are not well-formed mud brick cubes. The courses of 2125, 2129, 2132, 2131 are well-preserved in the west baulk.
Returning to today’s excavations: in L2142 we came up with  tiny (trodden?) bits of  bone, sherds, lithic, and iron ore stone, white plaster (we left some in situ for photo) and carbon. We also came up with four small soil or ceramic plug-like objects tha tmay be fromwork holes or maybe possibly maybe some kind of artifact (upon washing small finds, I determined that these plugs are just dirt; nothing interesting); there were possible incisions on what appeared to be organized decoration on one of the dirt plugs. But it is more likely caused by roots and worms than skilled craftsmen.  We continued to screen 1:3 on the small gauge bone screen, since we were coming up with items by doing so.

My best guess is that L2142 (and thus also 2137??) is fill created by soil coming to rest on this cobble pavement and then being packed and beaten down by foot-passage.  What I am saying is that I think 2143 and 2142 and perhaps 2137 and maybe 2136/2138 are the result of a passageway beside the wall which sits on foundation L2139. 
In L2140, we came down on the reed mat 2141 from east to west baulks. We also caught the continuation of the same (?) white plaster line that we first saw in 2131—the line that ran east-west and migrated toward the south baulk. Well, now we have a clear white plaster line that is slightly skewed NE-SW by the south baulk, and appears to be different from the plaster line we saw in 2131 above—look at the south baulk for evidence of this difference.  I had Attila articulate the north edge of the plaster line for photos and we will probably level off this area to see if the reed mat of 2141 goes underneath the plaster line. 
