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 Trench A2 is the top portion of the step trench on the north side of the mound. This 2m- wide by 10m-long trench is oriented according to the slope of the mound, rather than exact cardinal directions, thus A2 runs roughly SSE to NNW.  Trench A2 was continued from last year by the same excavator, Eleanor Moseman, who reached the bottom of subtopsoil and had begun excavating slope wash layers above the sealed contexts she excavated this year.  The south terminus of A2 for the 2002 season lies at the 5m peg, measured from the original south baulk at the 0m peg. The north terminus of A2 is co-equal with the south baulk for Trench A8 (roughly at the 15m peg). The step trench was formerly named A2 from the 0m peg to the 25m peg; this year the step trench was divided into 5 parts: from 0m to 5m remains A2 but was closed due to dangerously high baulks; from 5m to 15m also remained A2 (active this season); from 15m to 25m became A8 (excavated by Ilya); from 25m to 32m became A9 (excavated by Michaelle); and a 2m x 2m sounding called A10 was dug at the northern terminus of the step trench (dug by Rob).  

Trench A2 ended 2001 field season with Locus 2111 and began the 2002 season with Locus 2112.  The 2002 season ended with Locus 2146. When A2 was begun this year, it was approximately 2m deep, measured from the top of the west baulk to the base of the trench at the 5m peg. When the 2002 season ended, the trench was approximately 5m deep at the 5m peg. The goal for A2 this season was to “flatten” the step from the 5m peg to the 15m peg, creating one continuous step; by the end of the season A2 was “flattened” up to the 12m peg, leaving two small steps of 1.5m length each (these contained loci 2121, 2122, and 2123 which were not excavated this season). The purpose for digging A2 was to produce sealed loci for stratigraphic sequencing of the mound. 

A2 in a nutshell: at the end of the 2001 field season we had not figured out what the never-ending ash layers between the 5m and 7m pegs were. This season we discovered that these ash layers are slope wash on top of a massive mudbrick wall with a stone foundation. Also, the area between the 8-9m pegs seemed to be a surface at the end of the 2001 season. This year, we confirmed that indeed from roughly the 8m peg to the 10m peg lies a series of surfaces associated with the massive mudbrick wall. We did not dig north of the 12m peg this season.  I will discuss the excavation of A2 in two parts: first the massive wall and second the series of surfaces north of the wall.

The Massive Wall

We began slowly, using big picks and small picks to push down the fill below last year’s ash lenses (these ash lines are preserved clearly in the east baulk). We peeled off L2114 as fill from the 5m peg to the 7m peg and continued pushing down there with a big pick. In L2114, we encountered patches of large (25x30cm), seemingly unorganized mudbricks in plan-view. We continued digging with a big pick, expecting to read the baulks to determine what these patches of mudbricks compose.  Simultaneously we peeled off L2113 and L2115 at the 7-8m pegs as fill and found the top of two mudbrick bands, L2126 and L2125. We peeled back with small picks at the south edge of 2126, looking for the base of the band, expecting to find courses of a wall. We encountered another mudbrick band with alternating green and red bricks south of 2126; this band later became L2132. We cut a 1m wide section with a big pick (dug as 2114) into the east end of 2132 to identify the structure; in this eastern half corresponding to 2132 we came down on a white impression of a reed mat (L2130) running into the south edge of 2126 and the east baulk. This reed mat was identical to the reed mats that came up in A8 and Area C this season.  There were very few sherds and only bone associated with an animal burrow in the east baulk that came out of the soil above 2130-reed mat. Thus I decided that the reed mat was not an occupational surface. We continued pushing down L2114 as “fill” looking for the foundations of the three wall sections 2132, 2126, and 2125. We also scraped off a layer of crumbly fill (as L2127) from the top of a layer of harder mudbrick (later named 2129) that is the western continuation of mudbrick wall 2126. This crumbly fill layer (2127) appears to be part of a long band of crumbly, clay filled “trash” that is preserved in the west baulk all the way to the south baulk. We did not see this band during excavation of 2114, until we could view it in section. This band of crumbly clay “trash” marks a transition between undifferentiated mudbrick collapse in 2114 above the clay band and clear brick bands in 2114 below the clay band. Because we could never find organized brick bands in plan as we excavated 2114 south of 2132, we cut into this component of the wall system. Once we interpreted the mudbrick bands of 2114 as a wall structure, and once we found the reed mat (2130) in the eastern half of 2114, we switched to L2131 to excavate the area of mudbrick bands south of 2132. Still, in L2131, we could never find more than 3 or 4 contiguous, neatly organized bricks in plan, and continued to dig with a big pick looking for the base of wall 2126/2132 on the south side. 

Finally while digging 2131 one half at a time with a big pick we came down onto the tops of large cobblestones at the west baulk, south of 2132. We called these cobbles L2139 and articulated them, expecting that they served as the foundations for the wall system we had been excavating. We changed locus to 2140 at the south edge of the cobbles-2139 and pressed down 2140, only to discover a second white impression of a reed mat (L2141) 1.3m below and to the west of reed mat 2130.  Finding reed mat 2141 confirmed that these reed mats were used as structural components for building mudbrick walls, and were indeed not occupational surfaces. This hypothesis is consistent with the reed mat and mudbrick relationship(s) in A8. 

While digging the west half of 2131, we identified a white line running east-west through the mudbrick area near the south baulk. As we pressed down 2131, we saw in the west baulk and in the section on the east half of 2131 that the white line migrated southwards, creating a diagonal line in the baulk and section. Before removing the eastern half of 2131, I excavated brick layers above the clear top terminus of this white line and then cut away the narrow band of soil between the white line and the south baulk to get a section on the line. I suspected that this line might be a reed mat lying vertically between two components of the mudbrick wall. Seen in section this white line turned out to be plaster instead of reed mat. Having answered this question, we pushed down L2131-east to the level of the cobble foundation L2139. We saw that the wall founded on 2139 is oriented east-west. We pushed down south of the foundation locus, removing the reed mat L2141 in the process, in order to find the base of the foundation courses. In sum, we found 3 courses of cobbles on the south side of L2139. While pressing down this area of 2140 (mudbrick layers), through 2141 (reed mat), and into L2144 (more mudbrick layers below reed mat), we encountered a third reed mat (L2145). This reed mat remains in situ at the close of the 2002 season. 

On the north side of the massive wall system, we pressed down through a series of surfaces, which I will discuss below. On the north edge of L2125-band of mudbricks, we exposed large white stones that were the northern terminus of L2139-stone foundations. We shaved back the north edge of 2125 with trowels and exposed the entire band of stones corresponding to 2139. Once the mudbrick wall on top of 2139 was “floating” in space, we tore down The Wall. We accomplished this using big picks to rip out the components of mudbrick bands locus by locus in order to preserve any potential sequencing of construction. After the entire foundation (north to south edge) was exposed and articulated, we created a measured drawing and stopped digging in the southern-most part of the trench.

Series of Surfaces

We began by excavating L2118, which was an ash “hump” intruding into L2115 (these loci were left over from last year and renamed). We then pushed down this area as L2124; this locus contained a significant amount of occupational debris. Once L2124 reached the level of L2116, we shaved off L2116 with trowels and small picks. L2116 also contained lots of occupational debris. We changed locus underneath 2116 when we reached the top of an ash layer (L2128) visible in the north section of this mini-step. We trowel southwards as L2128 to remove the ashy soil, which ended well before reaching the north edge of L2125. Thus we retained L2124 as the locus adjacent to 2125. We changed locus once 2124 and 2128 were at the same elevation, in order to unify the mini-step which no longer bore distinguishing sub-divisions in plan-view. The new surface locus 2133 was a beaten earth surface with a shallow ash lens at its north edge. We peeled off this surface with small picks and trowels and exposed the underlying ash surface, L2134. We peeled off this ash layer and exposed the underlying beaten earth surface L2135, which had an odd reddish area in the south-east corner adjacent to 2125 and the east baulk. We named this reddish area L2138 and cut away L2135 with small picks. We changed locus to L2136 after digging down 10cm into L2135, because logically, I did not think a beaten earth surface should be much deeper than that and we had no freshly cut section to determine what we were digging. Thus we dug the west half of 2136 down to the level of a soil color change to red (this red soil became 2137), as seen in the north section cut. When we dug the eastern half of 2136, we exposed oven parts or mudbricks charred on one side (not quite andirons, as they would not come out intact). After we removed 2138, we saw that the east baulk preserves the very hard reddish soil of 2138 as well as a clearly defined chocolate-brown brick slumping northwards in section. Additionally, the southern edge of 2138 has neatly applied gray mortar from the base of 2138 up to the top of 2138; this mortar connects 2138 to 2125. This gray mortar does not extend a single centimeter lower than the base of 2138. I do not know what 2138 is, but it seems that it was intentionally and carefully positioned flush against the north face of the massive wall system. 

To continue with the series of surfaces: we removed the east half of 2136 down to the level of the brown to red soil change and switched to L2137. This locus seems to be hard packed mudbrick-like fill resting on top of a series of stone surfaces. L2137 lies on top of the southern continuation of L2117-pebble surface (the northern part of this locus was excavated last year and left in situ). This pebble pavement L2117 did not continue up to the wall 2125/2139. The space between the southern edge of 2117 and the massive wall was named L2142 and excavated as fill; in retrospect, this locus is equal to 2137 as fill.  We peeled off the fill of 2142 (screening 1:3 on a small gauge screen) and found another pavement (L2143) constructed of small cobbles extending underneath the pebble pavement-2117.  This cobble pavement 2143 runs up just short of 2139 and stops in a clean line 8cm north of the mudbrick supporting 2139 (see photos).  I think that this 8cm gap is caused by the workmen undercutting the foundation too severely and means that 2143 probably abuts 2139.  At this juncture we took a spider shot of the trench, showing (from south to north): L2140 (terminating in a white plaster line), 2141, 2139, 2143, 2117, 2120. We peeled off L2117 and screened 100% of the soil on a small gauge screen from that pavement as we came down on the northern continuation of 2143-cobble pavement.  We then took another spider shot of the trench (nb: in the mean time we had peeled off 2141-reed mat and dug down through L2114-mudbrick layers and left reed mat L2145 exposed for the picture); this second spider shot shows (from south to north): L2145, 2139, 2143, 2120. After taking this spider shot, we peeled off L2143 cobble pavement and exposed the underlying pebble pavement L2146. This third stone pavement runs up to meet (and possibly runs underneath) the mudbrick base supporting the stones of 2139 (this joint is visible in the west baulk where the small stones of 2146 run into 2139).

The Baulks

The south baulk preserves a record of the massive mudbrick wall. The top edge and down c. 1m was excavated last year; this area shows a mudbrick wall of alternating yellow and gray bricks in the east half. This mudbrick wall is cut by a large pit of gray-brown crumbly soil. There are amorphous bands of green clay and red mudbricky soil as well as bands of ash layers, corresponding to the ash lenses excavated last year. At the top of L2114, only mudbrick collapse is visible and then, below the area corresponding to the green clay band in the west baulk, the form/outline of the motley red, gray, pink, brown and pink brick layers in the south baulk becomes more defined. At the elevation corresponding with the top of 2139, the colors of the brick bands shift to stronger/darker red and no green bricks are used. There are traces of plaster lines preserved in the lower west corner of the south baulk. 

The west baulk tells the story of the massive wall. The mudbrick collapse in the upper elevations of 2114 is visible above the green clay band. Below the green clay band, the brick bands become more distinct, and wrap around into the south baulk. The green brick bands stop below the top elevation of the foundation L2139. Beside the foundation to the south, the bricks are strictly red and brown (no green) and the diagonal plaster line dives into the south baulk. It is clear that this plaster line separates an area of mudbrick collapse that is falling northwards the massive wall, but that the bricks south of the white plaster line belong to a separate entity from the massive wall (or may be rebuild that is slumping northwards?). At the 7-8m pegs, the courses of 2132, 2129, 2125 are clearly preserved in the baulk. North of the wall, the ash layers corresponding to the series of surfaces are preserved, although they are less legible than the mudbrick wall. The cobbles and pebbles of the stone pavement series are preserved at the base of the west baulk. From the north edge of the series of surfaces, most of the west baulk is slope erosion and topsoil all the way down to the southern baulk of A8.

