7-23-02

Rick has taken over the final clean up of locus 4027.  Kara wrapping up with 4024.  I’ve pulled the plastic from the south end of the L4000 test trench in A4 to reveal some of last years L4003 and L4005 burials.  Also found two pieces of unidentified bone east of L4003.  One had a piece of orange flagging associated with it but no foil, the other a piece of plastic but no flagging.  No idea what’s up with these.  Possibly something kicked up last year during back filling?

Plan to begin exposing L4003 and see if the other bone fragments are possibly related.  L4003 will be assigned locus 4028 for this season.  Open photos taken.

Exposed more of skull cap identified as L4003 burial.  Piece definitely a crania, but non-human.  Recorded lots of artiodactyls or other med-large mammal in this vicinity last year.  I’m assigning locus 4028 to the southernmost meter or so of L4000 test trench and identifying it as a region of high animal bone density.  Will explore the other two patches of bone later to make sure that they, too, are animal.  Plan to spend the rest of the day with L4005.

L4005 assigned to L4029 for season.  Skull partially excavated and definitely human, though no post-cranial pieces found yet.

Kara removed the pelvis, remaining vertebrae, and finally the cranium.  Will take the burial pit down another 5 or so cm to ensure no other bone was missed.  Finished day helping Rick prepare L4027 for photographs.

Final photos of L4027 were taken today.  Burial covered with steel plate and will be removed tomorrow.

