Journal Entry

7-24-02

1. Need to get some final dimensions and soil colors on burials 4024 and 4026.

2. Need more complete opening elevations for 4028 area.

Cleaned up more of burial 4029.  Age indeterminate, but not a small child or infant.  Post-cranial skeleton extends to the east.  Will be removing a  block of L4020 to clear room to work.

Have cleared an approximately 2m X 5m X 15-20cm rectangular section from west end of 4020.  Found several large portions of oven material in the center and north section.  At least two different ovens based on exterior color of fragments.

The southern 50cm of the excavated unit is quite hard and could be mud brick.  Several rocks appear in the north part of the unit between 40-60cm south of the north edge.  These roughly in line w/ the rock shown in detail sketch of 7/15/02.  They do not appear continuous with other rocks or to form an aligned feature, though they do seem associated with several large grey pieces of oven material.  Photographed and removed.

After rocks removed, assigned two loci to the area.  L4030 will be the hard area of possible mud brick.  The other (L4031) will be the remaining region of softer dirt.  The area of soft dirt is going to sit above part of the 4029 burial, but is not clearly associated with it in the way that the 4027 burial was associated with the 4015 sediments.

Change of call.  There was only one type of oven pottery.  The lighter, reddish material seen in the profile was a very large rim sherd of a ceramic vessel.  Also, there was one additional rock (app. 25 cm d.) found under the pile of rocks visible 40-60cm south of the north edge of 4031.  Will continue to watch for similar stones, but still no linear patter.  Only vertical stack here.

Rick helped Kara on 4025 burial for about 2 hours and they exposed the outline of the burial.  Kara removed all of burial except for vertebrae, right ribs, humerus, and shoulder area.  Burial appears to be newborn, and is lying on its right side partially flexed.  Both arms and legs are crossed.  Head appears to be completely absent except for a few, small cranial flakes.  Everything else is present, including most fingers and toes.  Exception is one foot, side unknown.  The other foot likely disappeared into the excavation pit for 4024, which abuts 4025.  Bones, though unfused, are actually in better shape (not as friable) than those form 4024 and are coming out relatively complete.  Soil matrix is soft.  There is no sign of a burial pit, though excavation has not been extensive.

Yesterday in the lab, Kara cleaned up the crania of L4024.  The cranium is cracked but in generally fair shape.  An odd lump in the right parietal region was noted.

Note to self:  Try probing extent of soft dirt in 4000 trench floor in and around 4031 to determine extent.  Pay attention to burial and see if extent of soft dirt in 4031/4028 terminate simulataneously. 

